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Europe the lands are either cultivated, or locked up against the cultivator.
Manufacture must therefore be resorted to of necessity not of choice, to
support the surplus of their people. But we have an immensity of land court-
ing the industry of the husbandman.® Is it best then that all our citizens
should be employed in its improvement, or that one half should be: called
off from that to. exercise manufactures and handicraft arts for the other?
Those who labor in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever He
had a chosen people, whose breasts He has made his peculiar deposit for
substantial and genuine virtue. It is the focus in which He keeps alive that
sacred fire, which otherwise might escape from the face of the earth. Cor-
ruption of morals in the mass of cultivators is a phenomenon of which no
age nor nation has furnished an example. It is the mark set on those, who
not looking up to heaven, to their own soil and industry, as does the hus-
bandman, for their subsistence, depend for it on the casualties and caprice
of customers. Dependence begets subservience and venality, suffocates the
germ of virtue, and prepares fit tools for the designs of ambition. This, the
natural progress and consequence of the arts, has sometimes perhaps been
retarded by accidental circumstances: but, generally speaking, the propor-
tion which the aggregate of the other classes of citizens bears in any state to
that of its husbandmen is the proportion of its unsound to its healthy parts,
and is a good enough barometer whereby to measure its degree of corrup-
tion. While we have land to labor then, let us never wish to see our citizens
occupied at a workbench, or twirling a distaff. Carpenters, masons, smiths
are wanting in husbandry: but, for the general operations of manufacture,
let our workshops remain in Europe. It is better to carry provisions and
materials to workmen there, than bring them to the provisions and materi-
als, and with them their manners and principles. The loss by the transporta-
tion of commodities across the Atlantic will be made up in happiness and
permanence of government. The mobs of great cities add just so much to
the support of pure government as sores do to the strength of the human
body. It is the manners and spirit of a people which preserve a republic in
vigor. A degeneracy in these is a canker which soon eats to the heart of its
laws and constitution.

1780-81 1787

Letter to Peter Carr!
A Young Man's Education]

Paris, August 10, 1787
Dear Peter,—I have received your two letters of December the 30th and
April the 18th, and am very happy to find by them, as well as by letters from
Mr. Wythe,? that you have been so fortunate as to attract his notice and
good will; [ am sure you will find this to have been one of the most fortunate

8. Farmer. Thowas Jefferson, val. 6, edited by A. A. Lipscomb
9. A short stick on which wool or flax is wound. and A. E. Bergh (1903).

1. Peter Carr was a nephew of Thomas Jefferson, 2. George Wythe (1726-1806) was a close friend
the son of his fourth sister, Martha, and Dabney of Jefferson's, a sell-educated man who became a

Carr. The text used here is from The Writings of distinguished Virginia lawyer and political figure.
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events of your life, as I have ever been sensible it was of mine. 1 enclose you
a sketch of the sciences to which I would wish you to apply, in such order
as Mr. Wythe shall advise; I mention, also, the books in them worth your
reading, which submit to his correction. Many of these are among your
father’s books, which you should have brought to you. As I do not recollect
those ‘of them not in his library, you must write-to me for them, making out
a catalog of such as you think you shall have occasion for, in eighteen
months from the date of your letter, and consulting Mr. Wythe on the sub-
ject. To this sketch, I will add a few particular observations:

1. Italian. I fear the learning this language will confound your French and
Spanish. Being all of them degenerated dialects of the Latin, they are apt to
mix in conversation. | have never seen a person speaking the three lan-
guages, who did not mix them. It is a delightful language, but late events
having rendered the Spanish more useful, lay it aside to prosecute that.

2. Spanish. Bestow great attention on this, and endeavor to acquire an
accurate knowledge of it. Our future connections with Spain and Spanish
America, will render that language a valuable acquisition. The ancient his-
tory of that part of America, too, is written in that language. I send you a
dictionary.

3. Moral Philosophy. I think it lost time to attend lectures on this branch.
He who made us would have been a pitiful bungler, if he had made the rules
of our moral conduct a matter of science. For one man of science, there are
thousands who are not. What would have become of them? Man was des-
tined for society. His morality, therefore, was to be formed to this object.
He was endowed with a sense of right and wrong, merely relative to this.
This sense is as much a part of his nature, as the sense of hearing, seeing,
feeling; it is.the true foundation of morality, and not the 70 xahov,? truth,
etc., as fanciful writers have imagined. The moral sense, or conscience, is
as much a part of man as his leg or arm. It is given to all human beings in a
stronger or weaker degree, as force of members is given them in a greater or
less degree. It may be strengthened by exercise, as may any particular limb
of the body. This sense is submitted, indeed, in some degree, to the guid-
ance of reason; but it is a small stock which is required for this: even a less
one than what we call common sense. State a moral case to a plowman and
a professor. The former will decide it as well, and often better than the
latter, because he has not been led astray by artificial rules. In this branch,
therefore, read good books, because they will encourage, as well as direct
your feelings. The writings of Sterne,* particularly, form the best course of
morality that ever was written. Besides these, read the books mentioned in
the enclosed paper; and, above all things, lose no occasion of exercising your
dispositions to be grateful, to be generous, to be charitable, to be humane,
to be true, just, firm, orderly, courageous, etc. Consider every act of this
kind, as an exercise which will strengthen your moral faculties and increase
your worth.

4. Religion. Your reason is now mature enough to examine this object. In
the first place, divest yourself of all bias in favor of novelty and singularity
of opinion. Indulge them in any other subject rather than that of religion. It

3. The beautiful {Greek). tram Shandy (1760) and A Sentimental Journey
4. Laurence Sterne (1713-1768), author of Tris- through France and Jtaly (17683,
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is too important, and the consequences of error may be too serious: On the
other hand, shake off all the fears and servile prejudices, under which weak
minds are servilely crouched. Fix reason firmly in her seat, and call to her
tribunal every fact, every opinion. Question with boldness even the exis-
tence of a God; because, if there is one, He must more approve of the hom-
age of reason, than that of blindfolded fear. You will naturally examine first,
the religion of your own country. Read.the Bible, then, as you would read
Livy or Tacitus.” The facts which are within the ordinary course of nature,
you will believe on the authority of the writer, as you do those of the same
kind in Livy and Tacitus. The testimony of the writer weighs in their favor,
in one scale, and their not being against the laws of nature; does not weigh
against them. But those facts in the ‘Bible which contradict the laws of
nature must be examined with more care, and under a variety of faces. Here
you must recur to the pretensions of the writer to inspiration from God.
Examine upon what evidence his pretensions are founded, and whether that
evidence is so strong, as that its falsehood would be more improbable than
a change in the laws of nature, in the case he relates. For example, in the
book of Joshua, we are told, the sun stood still several hours.® Were we to
read that fact in Livy or Tacitus, we should class it with their showers of
blood, speaking of statues, beasts, etc. But it is said, that the writer of that
book was inspired: Fxamine, therefore, candidly, what evidence there is of
his having been inspired: The pretension is entitled to your inquiry, because
millions believe it. On the other hand, you are astronomer enough: to know
how contrary it is to the law of nature that a body revolving on-its axis, as
the earth does, should have stopped, should not, by that sudden stoppage,
have prostrated animals, trees, buildings, and should after a certain time
have resumed its revolution, and that without a second general prostration.
Is this arrest of the earth’s motion, or the evidence which affirms it, most
within the law of probabilities? You will next read the New Testament. It is
the history of a personage called Jesus. Keep in your eye the opposite preten-
sions: 1, of those who say he was begotten by God, born of a virgin, sus-
pended and reversed the laws of nature at will, and ascended bodily into
heaven; and 2, of those who say he was a man of illegitimate birth, of a
benevolent heart, enthusiastic mind, who set out without pretensions to
divinity, ended in believing them, and was punished capitally for sedition,
by being gibbeted, according to the Roman law, which punished the first
commission of that offense by whipping, and the second by exile, or death
in furca.” See this law in the Digest [Book 48, Chapter 19, paragraph 28,
sentence 3] and [the second book of] Lipsius de cruce [Concerning the
cross], chapter 2.2 These questions are examined in the books I have men-
tioned, under the head of Religion, and several others. They will assist you
in your inquiries; but keep your reason firmly on the watch in reading them
all. Do not be frightened from this inquiry by any fear of its consequences.
Il it ends in a belief that there is no God, you will find incitements to virtue
in the comfort and pleasantness you feel in its exercise, and the love of

5. Livy (539 B.c.—a.p. 17) and Tacitus (c. 55-118) ment of punishment. The neck is placed in the
were Roman historians. tongs and the arms tied to the ends.

6. “So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven 8. “Digest™: the codification of laws compiled by
and hasted not to go down about a whole day” Tribonianus for Justinian {327--565). Justus Lip-
{Joshua 10.13). sius (1547-1606) was a Flemish scholar and

7. On the fork (Latin, literal trans.); an instru- author of books on political theory.
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others which it will procure you. If you find reason to believe there is a God,
a consciousness that you are acting under his eye, and that he approves you,
will be a vast additional incitement; if that there be a future state, the hope
of a happy existence in that increases the appetite to deserve it; if that Jesus
was also a God, you will be comforted by a belief of his aid and love. In
fine,’ I repeat, you must lay aside all prejudice on both sides, and neither
believe nor reject anything, because any other persons, or description of
persons, have rejected or believed it. Your own reason is. the only oracle
given you by heaven, and you are answerable, not for the rightness, but
uprightness of the decision. I forgot to observe, when speaking of the New
Testament, that you should read all the histories of Christ, as well as those
whom a council of ecclesiastics have decided for us, to be Pseudo-evange-
lists,! as those they named Evangelists. Because these Pseudo-evangelists
pretended to inspiration, as much as the others, and you are to judge their
pretensions by your own reason, and not by the reason of those ecclesiastics.
Most of these are lost. There are some, however, still extant, collected by
Fabricius,? which I will endeavor to get and send you.

5. Traveling. This makes men wiser, but less happy. When men of sober
age travel, they gather knowledge, which they may apply usefully for their
country; but they are subject ever after to recollections mixed with regret;
their affections are weakened by being extended over more objects; and they
learn new habits which cannot be gratified when they return home. Young
men, who travel, are exposed to all these inconveniences in a higher degree,
to others still more serious, and do not acquire that wisdom for which a
previous foundation is requisite, by repeated and just observations at home.
The glare of pomp and pleasure is analogous to the motion of the blood; it
absorbs all their affection and attention, they are torn from it as from the
only good in this world, and return to their home as to a place of exile and
condemnation. Their eyes are forever turned back to the object they have
lost, and its recollection poisons the residue of their lives. Their first and
most delicate passions are hackneyed on unworthy objects here, and they
carry home the dregs, insufficient to make themselves or anybody else
happy. Add to this, that a habit of idleness, an inability to apply themselves
to business is acquired, and renders them useless to themselves and their
country. These observations are founded in experience. There is no place
where your pursuit of knowledge will be so little obstructed by foreign
objects, as in your own country, nor any, wherein the virtues of the heart
will be less exposed to be weakened. Be good, be learned, and be industri-
ous, and you will not want the aid of traveling, to render you precious to
your country, dear to your friends, happy within yourself. [ repeat my advice,
to take a great deal of exercise, and on foot. Health is the first requisite after
morality. Write to me often, and be assured of the interest I take in your
success, as well as the warmth of those sentiments of attachment with
which | am, dear Peter, your affectionate friend.

9. In conclusion. author of the Apocalypse of Peter. and the author
I The pseudoevangelists were nonapostolic writ- of the Acts of Paul.

ers and thus disqualified for admission to the New 2. Johann Albert Fabricius (1668~ 1736), biblical
Testament. Some of them include Clement of scholar best known for his studies of the Apoc-

Rome. the author of the Shepherd of Hermas, the rvpha.
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Letter to John Adams*
[The Natural Aristocrat)

Monticello, October 28, 1813

Dear Sir,—According to the reservation between us, of taking up one of
the subjects of our correspondence at a time, | turn to your letters of August
the 16th and September the 2d.-*** * | agree with you that there is a natural
aristocracy among men. The grounds of this are virtue and talents. For-
merly, bodily powers gave place among the aristoi.> But since the invention
of gunpowder has armed the weak as well as the strong with missile death,
bodily strength, like beauty; good humor, politeness and other accomplish:
ments, has become but an auxiliary-ground of distinction. There is also an
artificial aristocracy, founded on wealth and birth, without either virtue or
talents; for with these it would belong to the first class. The natural aristoc-
racy | consider as the most precious-gift of nature for the instruction, the
trusts, and government of society. And indeed, it would have been inconsis-
tent in creation to have formed man for the social state, and not to have
provided virtue and wisdom enough to manage the concerns of the society.
May we not even say that that form of government is the best which provides
the most effectually for a pure selection of these natural aristoi into the
offices of government? The artificial aristocracy is a mischievous ingredient
in government, and provision should be made to prevent its ascendency. On
the question, what is the best provision, you and I differ; but we differ as
rational friends, using the free exercise of our own reason, and mutually
indulging its errors. You think it best to put the pseudo-aristoi into a sepa-
rate chamber of legislation, where they may be hindered from doing mis-
chief by their co-ordinate branches, and where, also, they may be a
protection to wealth against the agrarian and plundering enterprises of the
majority of the people. I think that to give them power in order to prevent
them from doing mischief is arming them for it, and increasing instead of
remedying the evil. For if the co-ordinate branches can arrest their action,
so may they that of the ‘co-ordinates. Mischiefl may be done negatively as
well as positively. Of this, a cabal in the Senate of the United States has
furnished many proofs. Nor do | believe them necessary to protect the
wealthy; because enough of these will find their way into every branch of
the legislation, to protect themselves. From fifteen to twenty legislatures of
our own, in action for thirty years past, have proved that no fears of an
equalization of property are to be apprehended from them. I think the best
remedy is exactly that provided by all our constitutions, to leave to the citi-
zens the free election and separation of the aristoi from the pseudo-aristoi,
of the wheat from the chaff. In general they will elect the really good and

1. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams (1735-
1826) became estranged when Adams was elected

second president in 1796, Adams’s Federalist
positions were opposed by Jefferson, who suc
ceeded him as president in 1801, In 1812 they

began to correspond and were able o debate
their differences. The text used here is from The
Writings of Thowmas Jeffersor, vol. 13, edited by
ACA Lipscomb and AL EL Bergh (19030

20 The hest (Creeki. On Julv 90 1813, Adams

wrote to Jefferson that he recalled a maxim from
the work of the Greek elegiac poet Theognis (6th
century B.¢.) that said that " nobility in men s
worth as much as it 1s i horses, asses, or rams:
but the meanest [i.e.. poorest] blooded puppy in
the world, if he gets a little money is as good a
man as the best of them. Yet birth and wealth
together have prevailed over virtue and talents in
all ages. The manv will acknowledge no other
artstoi.”
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wise. In some instances, wealth may corrupt, and birth blind them; but not
in.sufficient degree to endanger the society.

" It is probable that our difference.of opinion may, in some measure, be
produced by a difference of character in those among whom we live. From
what I have seen of Massachusetts and Connecticut myself, and still more
from what I have heard, and the character given of the former by yourself,?
who know them so much better, there seems to be in those two states a
traditionary reverence for certain families, which has rendered the offices of
the government nearly hereditary in those families. I presume that from an
early period of your history, members of those families happening to possess
virtue and talents, have honestly exercised them for the good of the people,
and by their services have endeared their names to them. In coupling Con-
necticut with you, I mean it politically only, not morally. For having made
the Bible the common law of their land, they seem to have modeled their
morality on the story of Jacob and Laban.* But although this hereditary
succession to.office with you, may, in some degree; be founded in real family
merit, yet in-a much higherdegree, it has proceeded from your strict alliance
of Church and State. These families are canonized in the eyes of the people
on common principles, “you tickle me, -and I.will tickle you.” In Virginia we
have nothing of this. Our clergy, before the Revolution, having been secured
against rivalship by fixed salaries, did not give themselves the trouble of
‘acquiring influence over the people. Of wealth, there were great accumula-
tions in particular families, handed down from generation to generation,
under the English law of entails.> But the only object of ambition for the
wealthy was a seat in the King’s Council.® All their court then was paid to
the crown and its creatures; and they philippized” in all collisions between
the King and the people. Hence they were unpopular; and that unpopularity
continues attached to their names. A Randolph, a Carter, or a Burwell®
must have great personal superiority over a common competitor to be
elected by the people even at this day. At the first session of our legislature
after the Declaration of Independence, we passed a law abolishing entails.
And this was followed by one abolishing the privilege of primogeniture, and
dividing the lands of intestates’ equally among all their children, or other
representatives. These laws, drawn by myself, Jaid the axe to the foot of
pseudo-aristocracy. And had another which | prepared been adopted by the
legislature, our work would have been complete. It was a bill for the more
general diffusion of learning. This proposed to divide every county into
wards of five or six miles square, like your townships; to establish in each
ward a free school for reading, writing and common arithmetic; to provide
for the annual selection of the best subjects from these schools, who might
receive, at the public expense, a higher degree of education at a district
school; and from these district schools to select a certain number of the
most promising subjects, to be completed at an university, where all the

3. "Vol, 1, page 1117 {Jefferson’s note]. A refer- from a preseribed list of successors

cnce to Adams's Defense of the Constitutions of 6. The Privy Council. a select group of advisers.
Government of the United States of America, 3 appointed by the king.

vols. (1797). This work was first published in 7. Argued against liberty for the peaple; spoke
1787. corrupted by their desire to please the king.

4. Le., a dynastic family, founded on the marital 8. John Randolph. Landon Carter. and Lewis
relations between the daughters of Jacob and Burwell were all Virginia aristocrats

Laban (Genesis 24-31). 9. Those who died without wills. "Primogeni-

5. An estate that cannot be willed but must pass

ture”: a law that gives estates ta the eldest son.
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useful sciences should be taught. Worth and genius would thus have been
sought out from every condition -of life, and completely prepared by educa-
tion for defeating the competition of wealth and birth for public trusts. My
proposition had, for a further object, to impart to these wards those portions
of self-government for which they are' best ‘qualified, by confiding:to them
the care of their poor, their roads, police, elections, the nomination of
jurors, administration of justice in small cases, elementary exercises of mili-
tia; in short, to have made them little republics, with a warden at-the head
of each, for all those concerns which, being under their eye, they would
better manage than the larger republics of the county or state. A general call
of ward meetings by their wardens on the same day through the state, would
at any time produce the genuine sense of the people on any required point,
and would enable the state to act in mass, as your people have so. often
done, and with so. much effect by their town meetings. The law for religious
freedom,’ which made a part of this system, having put down the aristocracy
of the clergy, and restored to the citizen the freedom of the mind, and those
of entails and descents nurturing an equality of condition among them, this
on education would have raised the mass of the people to the high ground
of moral respectability necessary to their own safety, and to orderly govern-
ment; and would have completed the great object of qualifying them to
select the veritable aristoi, for the trusts of government, to the ‘exclusion of
the pseudalists; and the same Theognis who has furnished the epigraphs of
your two letters, assures us that “Oudepar mw, Kup?/, ayafor ok wke-
gav avdpes.”? Although this law has not yet been acted on but in a small
and inefficient degree, it is still considered as before the legislature, with
other bills of the revised code, not yet taken up; and [ have great hope that
some patriotic spirit will, at a favorable moment, call it up, and make it the
keystone of the arch of our government.

With respect to aristocracy, we should further consider, that before the
establishment of the American: states, nothing was known to history but the
man of the old world, crowded within limits either small or overcharged,
and steeped in the vices which that situation generates. A government
adapted to such men would be one thing; but a very different one, that for
the man of these states: Here every one may have land to labor for himself,
if he chooses; or, preferring the exercise of any other industry, may exact for
it such compensation as not only to afford a comfortable subsistence, but
wherewith to provide for a cessation from labor in old age. Every one, by his
property, or by his satisfactory situation, is interested in the support of law
and order. And such men may safely and advantageously reserve to them-
selves a wholesome control over their public affairs, and a degree of free-
dom, which, in the hands of the canaille® of the cities of Europe, would be
instantly perverted to the demolition and destruction of everything public
and private. The history of the last twenty-five years of France,* and of the
last forty years in America, nay of its last two hundred vears, proves the
truth of both parts of this observation.

But even in Europe a change has sensibly taken place in the mind of
man. Science had liberated the ideas of those who read and reflect, and the

1. Passed in 1786. 3. Mob.
2. Curais, good men have never harmed any city 4. Le., since the French Revolution (1789).
(Greek).
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American example had kindled feelings of right in the people. An insurrec-
tion has consequently begun, of science, talents, and courage, against rank
and birth, which have fallen into contempt. It has failed in its first effort,
because the mobs of the cities, the instrument used for its accomplishment;
debased by ignorance, poverty, and vice, could not be restrained to rational
action. But the world will recover from the panic of this first catastrophe.
Science is progressive, and talents and enterprise on the alert. Resort may
be had to the people of the country, a more governable power from their
principles and subordination; and rank, and birth, and tinsel-aristocracy will
finally shrink into insignificance, even there. This, however, we have no
right to meddle with. It suffices for us, if the moral and physical condition
of our own citizens qualifies them to select the able and good for the direc-
tion of their government, with a recurrence of elections at such short peri-
ods as will enable them to displace an unfaithful servant, before the
mischief he meditates may be irremediable. :

I have thus stated my opinion on a point on which we dlffer not with a
view to controversy, for we are both too old to change opinions which are
the result of a long life of inquiry and reflection; but on the suggestions of a
former letter of yours, that we ought not to: die before we have explained
ourselves to each other. We acted in perfect harmony, through a long and
perilous contest for our liberty and independence. A constitution has been
acquired, which, though neither of us thinks perfect, yet both consider as
competent to render our fellow citizens the happiest and the securest on
whom the sun has ever shone. If we do not think exactly alike as to its
imperfections, it matters little to our country, which, after devoting to it
long lives of disinterested labor, we have delivered over to our successors in
life, who will be able to take care of it and of themselves.

Of the pamphlet on aristocracy which has been sent to you, or who may
be its author, I have heard nothing but through your letter. If the person
you suspect, it may be known from the quaint, mystical, and hyperbolical
ideas, involved in affected, newfangled and pedantic terms which stamp his
writings. Whatever it be, I hope your quiet is not to be affected at this day
by the rudeness or intemperance of scribblers; but that you may continue in
tranquility to live and to rejoice in the prosperity of our country, until it
shall be your own wish to take your seat among the aristoi who have gone
before you. Ever and affectionately yours.

From Letter to Benjamin Austin, Esq.!
[Manufactures)

Monticello, January 9, 1816
Dear Sir,—Your favor of December 21st has been received, and [ am first
to thank vou for the pamphlet it covered. * * *
You tell me [ am quoted? by those who wish to continue our dependence

L The text used here is from The Writings of Independent Chronicle.
Thomas Jefferson, vol. 14, edited by A. A. Lips- 2. In Notes on the State of Virginia, published
comb and A. E. Bergh (1903). Benjamin Austin privately in 1784-85.

L1752-1820) was a Bostonian who wrote tor the
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on England for manufactures. There was a time when ' might have been so
quoted with more candor, but within: the thirty years which have since
elapsed, how are circumstances changed! We were then in peace. Our inde-
pendent place among nations was acknowledged. A commerce which
offered the raw material in exchange for the same material after receiving
the last touch of industry was worthy of welcome to all nations. It was
expected that those especially to whom manufacturing industry was
important, would cherish the friendship of such customers by every favor,
by every inducement, and particularly cultivate their peace by every act of
justice and friendship. Under this prospect the question seemed legitimate
whether, with such an immensity of unimproved land, courting the hand of
husbandry, the industry of agriculture, or that of manufactures would add
most to the national wealth? And the doubt was entertained on this consid-
eration chiefly, that to the labor of the husbandman a vast addition is made
by the spontaneous energies of the earth on which it is employed: for one
grain of wheat committed to the earth, she renders twenty, thirty, and even
fifty fold, whereas to the labor of the manufacturer nothing is added.
Pounds of flax; in his hands, yvield, on the contrary, but pennyweights of
lace. This exchange, too, laborious as it might seem, what a field did it
promise for the occupations of the ocean; what a nursery for that class of
citizens who were to exercise and maintain our equal rights on that element?
This was the state of things in 1785, when the “Notes on Virginia” were first
printed; when, the ocean being open to all nations, and their common right
in it acknowledged and exercised under regulations sanctioned by the assent
and usage of all, it was thought that the doubt might claim some consider-
ation. But who in 1785 could foresee the rapid depravity which was to ren-
der the close of that century the disgrace of the history of man?* Who could
have imagined that the two most distinguished in the rank of nations, for
science and civilization, would have suddenly descended from that honor-
able eminence, and setting at defiance all those moral laws established by
the Author of nature between nation and nation, as between man and man,
would cover earth and sea with robberies and piracies, merely because
strong enough to do it with temporal impunity; and that under this dis-
bandment of nations from social order, we should have been despoiled of a
thousand ships, and have thousands of our citizens reduced to Algerine slav-
ery. Yet all this has taken place. One of these nations interdicted to our
vessels all harbors of the globe without having first proceeded to some one
of hers, there paid a tribute proportioned to the cargo, and obtained her
license to proceed to the port of destination. The other declared them to be
lawful prize if they had touched at the port, or been visited by a ship of the
enemy nation. Thus were we completely excluded from the ocean. Compare
this state of things with that of ’85, and say whether an opinion founded in
the circumstances of that day can be fairly applied to those of the present.
We have experienced what we did not then believe, that there exist both
protligacy and power enough to exclude us from the field of interchange
with other nations: that to be independent for the comforts of life we must
fabricate them ourselves. We must now place the manufacturer by the side
of the agriculturist. The former question is suppressed, or rather assumes a

3. Arelerence o the Reign of Terror (1793943, which followed the French Revolution.
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new form. Shall we make our own comforts, or go without them, at the will
of a foreign nation? He, therefore, who is now against domestic manufac-
ture, must be for reducing us either to dependence on that foreign nation,
or to be clothed in:skins, and to live like wild beasts in dens and caverns. 1
am not one of these; experience has taught me that manufactures are now
as necessary to our independence as to our comfort; and if those who quote
me as of a different opinion will keep: pace with me in purchasing nothing
foreign' where an equivalent of domestic fabric can be obtained, without
regard to difference of price, it will not-be our fault if we do not soon have
a supply at home equal to our demand, and wrest that weapon of distress
from the hand which has wielded it. If it shall be proposed to go beyond our
own supply, the question of '85 will then recur, will our surplus labor be
then most beneficially employed in the culture of the earth, or in the fabri-
cations of art> We have time yet for consideration, before that question will
press: upon us; and the maxim to be applied will.depend on the circum-
stances which shall then exist; for in so complicated a science as political
economy, no one axiom can be laid down as wise and expedient for all times
and circumstances, and for their contraries. Inattention to this is what has
called for this explanation, which reflection would have rendered unneces-
sary with the candid, while nothing will do it with those who use the former
opinion only as a stalking horse, to cover their disloyal propensities to keep
us in eternal vassalage to a foreign and unfriendly people.
[ salute you with assurances of great respect and esteem.

Letter to John Adams!
{Living One’s Life Over]

Monticello, August 1, 1816
Dear Sir,—Your two philosophical letters of May 4th and 6th have been
too long in my carton of “letters to be-answered.” To the question, indeed,
on the utility of grief, no answer remains to be given. You have exhausted
the subject. 1 see that, with the other evils of life, it is destined to temper
the cup we are to drink.

Two urns by Jove’s high throne have ever stood,
The source of evil one, and one of good,;

From thence the cup of mortal man he fills,
Blessings to these, to those distributes ills;

To most he mingles both.?

Putting to myself your question, would 1 agree to live my seventy-three
years over again forever? I hesitate to say. With Chew's? limitations from
twenty-five to sixty, | would say yes; and I might go further back, but not
come lower down. For, at the latter period, with most of us, the powers of
life are sensibly on the wane, sight becomes dim, hearing dull, memory

1. The text used here is from The Writings of 3. In John Adams's letter to Jefferson, May 3,
Thomas Jefferson, vol. 15, edited by A. A. Lips- 1816, Adams refers to a remark by the Philadel-
comb and A. E. Bergh (1903). phia lawyer Benjamin Chew that he would fike to
2. Alexander Pope’s (1688-1744) translation of “go back to twenty-five, to all Eternity.”

Homer's [liad 24.663-67.
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constantly enlarging its frightful blank and parting with-all.we have ever
seen or known, spirits evaporate, bodily debility creeps on palsying every
limb, and so faculty after faculty quits us, and where then is life? If, in its
full vigor, of good as well as evil, your friend Vassall* could doubt its value,
it must be purely a negative quantity when its evils alone remain. Yet I do
not go into his opinion entirely. I do not agree that an age of pleasure is no
compensation for a moment of pain. I think, with you, that life is a fair
matter of account, and the balance often, nay generally, in its favor. It is not
indeed easy, by calculation of intensity and time, to apply a common mea-
sure, or to fix the par between pleasure and pain; yet it exists, and is measur-
able. On the question, for example, whether to be cut for the stone?® The
young, with a longer prospect of years, think these overbalance the pain of
the operation. Dr. Franklin, at the age of eighty, thought his residuum of
life not worth that price. I should have thought with him; even taking the
stone out of the scale. There is a ripeness of time for death; regarding others
as well as ourselves, when it is reasonable we should drop off, and make
room for another growth. When we have lived our generation out;, we shouid
not wish to encroach on another. 1 enjoy good health; I am happy in what is
around me, yet I assure you I am ripe for leaving all, this year, this day, this
hour.. If it could be doubted whether we would go back to twenty-five, how
can it be whether we would go forward from seventy-three? Bodily decay is
gloomy in prospect, but of all human contemplations the most abhorrent is
body without mind. Perhaps, however, I might accept of time to read
Grimm® before I go. Fifteen volumes of anecdotes and incidents, within the
compass of my own time and cognizance, written by a man of genius, of
taste, of point, an acquaintance, the measure and traverses of whose mind I
know, could not fail to turn the scale in favor of life during their perusal. 1
must write to Ticknor” to add it to my catalog, and hold on till it comes.
There is a Mr. Van der Kemp® of New York, a correspondent, 1 believe, of
yours, with whom I have exchanged some letters without knowing who he
is. Will you tell me? I know nothing of the history of the Jesuits® you men-
tion in four volumes. Is it a good one? 1 dislike, with you, their restoration
because it marks a retrograde step from light towards darkness. We shall
have our follies without doubt. Some one or more of them will always be
afloat. But ours will be the follies of enthusiasm, not of bigotry, not of Jesuit-
ism. Bigotry is the disease of ignorance, of morbid minds; enthusiasm of the
free and buoyant. Education and free discussion are the antidotes of both.
We are destined to be a barrier against the returns of ignorance and barba-
rism. Old Europe will have to lean on our shoulders, and to hobble along by
our side, under the monkish trammels of priests and kings, as she can. What
a colossus shall we be when the southern continent comes up to our mark!
What a stand will it secure as a ralliance for the reason and freedom of the
globe! I like the dreams of the future better than the history of the past,—

4. William Vassall, a Massachusetts attorney.

5. Le., operated on to remove a kidney stone.

6. Baron Friedrich Melchior von Grimm (1723-
1807}, whose Letters, Literary, Philosophical and
Critical began to appear in 1812 and ran to seven-
teen volumes.

7. George Ticknor (1791-1871), educator, histo-
rian. and founder of the Boston Public Library:
he visited Jefferson at Monticello as 4 voung man

8. Rev. Francis Adrian Van der Kemp, a Dutch
émigré to New York.

9. Members of the Society of Jesus. founded by
St. Ignatius Loyola in 1334 as a counteraction to
the Protestant Reformation. They exerted great
political influence, and the word jesuitical was
identified with casuistry and intrigue. In 1773
they were dissolved by order of the pope and not
reformed until many vears later.
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-so good night! I will dream on, always fancying that Mrs. Adams and your-
self are by my side marking the progress and the obliquities of ages and
countries. :

Letter to Nathamel Burwell Esq
[Womens Educatzon]

: Montlcello March 14, 1818

Dear Sir, —Your letter of February 17th found me suffering under an
attack of rheumatism, which has but now left me at sufficient ease to attend
to the letters I have received. A plan of female education has never been a
subject of systematic contemnplation with me. It has oecupied my attention
so far only as the education of my own daughters occasionally required:
Considering that they would be placed in a country situation, where little
aid could be obtained from abroad, I'thoughtit essential to give them a solid
education, which might enable them, when become mothers, to educate
their own daughters, and even to direct the course for sons, should their
fathers be lost, or incapable, or inattentive. My surviving daughter accord-
ingly, the mother of many daughters as well as sons, has made their educa-
tion the object:of her life, and being a better judge of the practical part
than myself, it is with her aid and that of one of her éléves,? that I shall
subjoin a catalog of the books for such a course of reading as we have prac-
ticed.

A great obstacle to good education is the inordinate passion prevalent
for novels; and the time lost in that reading which should be.instructively
employed. When this poison infects the mind, it destroys its tone and revolts
it against wholesome reading. Reason and fact, plain and unadorned, are
rejected. Nothing can engage attention unless dressed in all the figments
of fancy, and nothing so bedecked comes amiss. The result is a bloated
imagination, sickly judgment, and disgust towards all the real businesses of
life. This mass of trash, however, is not without some distinction; some few
modeling their narratives, although fictitious, on the incidents of real life,
have been able to make them interesting and useful vehicles of a sound
morality. Such, I think, are Marmontel's® new moral tales, but not his old
ones, which are really immoral. Such are the writings of Miss Edgeworth,?
and some of those of Madame Genlis.? For a like reason, too, much poetry
should not be indulged. Some is useful for forming style and taste. Pope,
Dryden, Thompson, Shakespeare, and of the French, Moliere, Racine, the
Corneilles, may be read with pleasure and improvement.

The French language, become that of the general intercourse of nations,
and from their extraordinary advances, now the depository of all science, is
an indispensable part of education for both sexes. In the subjoined catalog,

L. The text used here is’ from The Writings of

appeared in 1781,
Thoinas Jefferson, vol. 15, edited by A. A llps

4. Maria Edgeworth (1767-1849), English novel-

comb and A. E. Bergh (1903}, Burwell was a
distinguished Virginian.

2. Puplls(l-rcnch)

3. Jean  Francois Marmontel (1723-1799),
French novelist and dramatist, whose Moral Tales

ist, author of Castle Rackrent (1800).

5. Stéphanie Félicité du Crest de Saint-Aubin,
Comtesse de Genlis (1746-1830), French novel-
ist and author of treatises on education, best
known for her novel Madame de la Valliére.
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therefore, I have placed the books of both languages indifferently, according
as the one or the other offers what is best.

The ornaments too, and the amusements of life, are entitled to their por-
tion of attention. These, for a female, are dancing, drawing, and music. The
first is a healthy exercise, elegant and very attractive for young people. Every
affectionate parent would be pleased to see his daughter qualified to partici-
pate with her companions, and without awkwardness at least, in the circles
of festivity, of which she occasionally becomes a part. It is a necessary
accomplishment, therefore, although of short use; for the French rule is
wise, that no lady dances after marriage. This is founded in solid physical
reasons, gestation and nursing leaving little time to a married lady when this
exercise can be either safe or innocent. Drawing is thought less of in this
country than in Europe. It is an innocent and engaging amusement, often
useful, and a qualification not to be neglected in one who is to become a
mother and an instructor. Music is invaluable where a person has an ear.
Where they have not, it should not be attempted. It furnishes a delightful
recreation for the hours of respite from the cares of the day, and lasts us
through life. The taste of this country, too, calls for this accomplishment
more strongly than for either of the others.

I need say nothing of household economy,® in which the mothers of our
country are generally skilled, and generally careful to instruet their daugh-
ters. We all know its value, and that diligence and dexterity in- all its pro-
cesses are inestimable treasures. The order and economy of a house are as
honorable to the mistress as those of the farm to the master, and if either
be neglected, ruin follows, and children destitute of the means of living.

This, Sir, is offered as a summary sketch on a subject on which I have not
thought much. It probably contains nothing but what has already occurred
to yourself, and claims your acceptance on no other ground than as a testi-
mony of my respect for your wishes, and of my great esteem and respect.

6. Management.

THr FEDERALIST

When Richard Henry Lee, Virginia delegate to the Continental Congress, proposed
on June 7, 1776, his resolution for independence from Britain, he also suggested
that a “plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective colonies
for their consideration and approbation.” On July 12, 1776, the Articles of Confeder-
ation were presented to Congress and debated for a year; they were ratified and
adopted as the bylaws of the nation on March 1, 1781. The central question before
the Constitutional Convention meeting in Philadelphia six years later was whether
to try to salvage these articles by a number of complicated amendments or to draw
up the framework of a new national government. Delegates to the convention
decided upon the latter and. in September 1787, received copies of the proposed
Constitution which they, in turn. were to submit to their state legislatures for ratifi-
cation. Advocates of the new Constitution, dubbed Federalists, and their Antifeder-
alist opponents, quickly rose to the occasion, and u great debate followed. Many
were fearful at what they saw as the loss ol states rights and the power of a large,



