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Foreword

John Filson’s The Discovery, Settlement And present
State of Kentucke:...To which is added, An Appendix,
Containing, The Adventures of Col. Daniel Boon...,
published at Wilmington, Delaware, in 1784, is the first
descriptive account of Kentucky and the first narrative of
Daniel Boone. Filson’s work was immediately popular and
has been many times reprinted. It was translated into
French and a Paris edition appeared in 1785. It was also
reprinted in London. Although Filson claimed that he was
reprinting Boone’s own story, which he relates in the first
person, it is clear from the high flown style that Filson
himself is the author. The poet Byron evidently read
Filson and obtained from him material on Boone which
he wove into Don Juan.

Filson’s historical material is sometimes incorrect and
misleading, but the descriptive portions of his account
are more accurate, and the map which he had printed sep-
arately in Philadelphia was the best up to that time for
the topography of the Kentucky country. It was widely
used for many years.

Little is known about Filson’s early career except that
he came from Pennsylvania and apparently went to Ken-
tucky to take up lands awarded by Virginia to war vet-
erans. For a time he seems to have taught school at Lex-
ington. After a trip back to Pennsylvania, he returned to
Kentucky and lived for a while at Louisville where he was
a fur trader. In 1788, he published in the Kentucky Ga-
zette a prospectus of a school that he proposed to set up
in Lexington, and later in the same year, a prospectus for
a town in Ohio which he and associates proposed to estab-
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APPENDIX.

The ADVENTURES of Col. Da-
NIEL Boon; containing a NaRra~
rive of the Wars of Kentucke.

URIOSITY is natural to the foul of
man, and interefting objects have a power-

ful influence on our affettions. Let thefe influ~
encing powers atuate, by the permiflion or
difpofal ot Providence, from felfith or focial views,
yet in time the myfterious will of Heaven is un-
folded, and we behold our condudt, from what-
foever motives excited, operating to an{wer the im~
ﬁortant defigns ot heaven. Thuswebehold Kentuc-
e, lately an howling wildernefs, the habitation of
favages and wild beafts, become a fruitful field ;
this region, fo favourably diftinguithed by na-
ture, now become the habitation of’ civilization,
G at
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&t a period unparalleled in hiftory, in the midft
of a raging war, and under all the difadvantages
of emigration to a country fo remote from the
inhabited parts of the continent. Here, where
the hand of violence fhed the blood of the inno-
cent ; where the horrid yells of favages, and the
groans of the diftrefled, founded in our ears,
we naw hear the praifes and adorations of our
Creator ;- where wretched wigwams ftood, the mi-
ferable abodes of favages, we behold the founda-
tions of cities laid, that, in all probability,” will
rival the glory of the greateft upon earth. And
we view Kentucke fituated on the fertile banks
of the great Ohio, rifing from obfcurity to fhine
with fplendor, equal to any other of the ftars of
the American hemifphere.

The fettling of this region well deferves a

lace in hitory. Moft of the memorablc events
I have myfelf been exercifed in; and, for the fa-
tisfaCtion of the public, will briefly relate the
circummftances of my adventures, and fcenes of
life, from my firft movement to this country un-
til this day.

It was on the firlt of May, in the year 1769,
that I refigned my domeftic happinefs for a time,
and left my family and peaceable habitation on
the Yadkin River, in North-Carolina, to wan-

der through the wildernefs of America, in queft of
the

e
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the country of Kentucke, in company with John
Finley, John Stewart, Jofeph Holden, James
Monay, and William Cool. - We proceeded fuc-
cefsfully, and after a long and fatiguing journcy
through a mountainous wildernefs, in a weft-
ward direftion, on the feventh day of June fol-
lowing, we found ourielves on Red-River, where
John Finley had for merly been trading with
the Indians, and, from the’ top-of an eminence,
faw with pleafure the beautiful level of Kentuc-
ke. Here let me obferve, that for fome time we
had experienced the moft uncomfortable wea-
therasa prelibation of our future fufferings. At
this place we encamped, and made a fhelter to de-
tend us from the inclement feafon, and began- to
hunt and reconnoitre the country. - We found e-
very where abundance of wild bealts of all forts,

‘through this vaft foreft. The buffaloes were

more frequent than I have feen cattle in the fet-
tlements, browzing on the leaves of the canc, or
croping the herbage onthofe extenfive plains, fear-
lefs, becaufe igmorant, of the violence of man.
Sometimes we {aw hundreds in a drove, and the
numbers about the falt fprings were. amazing.
In this toreft, the habitation of beafts of every
kind natural to America, we practifed hunting
with great fuccefs until the twenty-fecond day of
December following.

This day John Stewart and I had a pleafing
ramble,
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ramble, but fortune thanged the fcene in the
clofe of it, We had pafled through a great fo-
reft, on which ftood myriads of ftrees, fome gay
with blofloms, others rich with fruits. Nature
was here a feries of wonders, and a fund of de-
light. Here fhe difplayed her ingenuity and in-
duftry in a variety of flowers and fruits, beauti-
fully coloured, elegantly fhaped, and charming-
ly flavoured ; and we were diverted with innu-
merable animals prefenting themfelves perpetual-
ly to our view.—In the decline of the day, near
Kentucke river, as we afcended the brow of a
Amall hill, a number of Indians rufhed out of a
thick cane-brake upon us, and made us prifon-
ers. The time of our forrow was now arrived,
and the fcene fully.opened. The Indians plun-
dered us of what we had, and kept us in confine-
ment feven days, treating us with common favage
ufage. During this'time we difcovered no un-
cafincfs or defire to efcape, which made them lefs
fufpicious of us; but in the dead of night, as
we lay in a thick cane-brake by a large fire, when
fleep had locked up their fenfes, my fitvation not
difpofing me for reft, 1 touched mycompanionand

gently awoke him. We improved this favoura- .

ble opportunity, and departed, leaving them to
take their r.ft, and fpeedily directed our courfe to+
wards cur old camp, but foundit plundered, andthe
company difperfed and gone home, About thistime

my
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my brother, -Squire Boon, with another advens
turér, who came to explore the country fhiortly
after us, was wandering through the foreft, de-
termined to find me, if poffible, and accidentally
found our camp. Notwithftanding the unfortu.
nate circum ftances of our company, and our dan-
gerous fitdation, as furrounded with hoftile fa-
favages, our meeting fo fortunately in the wilder<
nefs made us reciprocally fenfible of the utmoft
fatisfaction. So much does friendthip - triumph
over misfortune, that forrows and fufferings va-
nifh at the meeting not only of real friends, but
of the moft diftant acquaintances, and fubdtitutes
happinefs in their room,

Soon aftet this, my companion in captivity,
John Stewart, was killed by the favages, and
the man that:came with my brother returned
home by himfelf. We were then in a dangerous,
helplefs fituation, expofed daily to perils and
death amongft favages und wild beafls, not a
white man in the country but ourfelves.

Thus fituated, many hundred miles from our
families in the howling wildernefs, I believe few
would have equally enjoyed the happinefs wé ex-
pertenced. 1 often obferved to my brother, You

{ec now how little nature re?uircs to be fatisfied,

Felicity, the companion of content, is rather

found in our own breafts than in the enjoyment
of external things: And I firmly believe it re-
quires
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quires but a little philofophy to make a man

happy in whatfoever ftate he is. This confifts
in a full refignation to the will of Providence;
and a refigned foul finds pleafure in a path ftrew-
ed with briars and thorns.

We continued not in a ftate of indolence, but
hunted every day, and prepared a little cottage
to defend us from the Winter ftorms. We re-
mained there undifturbed during the Winter ;
and on the firft day of May, 1770, my brother
returned home to the fettlement by bimfelf, for
a new recruit of horfes and ammunition, leav-
ing me by myfelf, without bread, falt or fugar,
without company of my fellow creatures, or e-
ven a horfe or dog. I confefs I never before was
under greater neceffity of exercifing philofophy
and fortitude. A fewv days 1 palfed uncomforta-
bly. The idea of a beloved wife and family, and
their anxiety upon the account of my abfence
and expofed fituation, made fenfible impreflions
on my heart. A thoufand dreadful apprehen-
fions prefented_ them{elves to my view, and had
undoubtedly difpofed me to melancholy, if further
indulged.

One day I undertook a tour through the coun-
try, and the diverfity and beauties of nature I
met with in this charming feafon, expelled every
gloomy and vexatious thought.  Juft at the clolcff

o
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ot day the gentle gales retired, and left the place
to the difpofal of a profound calm. Not a breeze
fhook the moft tremulous leaf. 1had gained the
fummit of a commrnding ridge, and, looking
round with attonifhing delight, beheld the ample
plains, the beauteous tracts below. On the other
hand, &l'urveyed the famous river Ohio that rolled
in filent dignity, marking the weftern boundary
of Kentucke with inconceivable grandeur. At a
vaft diftance I beheld the mountains lift their ve~
nerable brows, and penetrate the clouds. All
things were ftill. 1 kindled a fire near a foun-
tain of fweet water, and feafted ontheloin of a
buck, which a few hours before I had killed.
The {ullen fhades of night foon overfpread the
whole hemifphere, and the earth feemed to gafp
after the hovering moifture. My roving excur-
fion this day had fatigued my body, and diverted
my imagination. I laid me down tofleep, and I
awoke not until the fun had chaled away the
night. I continued this tour, andin a few days
explored a confiderable part of the couatry,
each day equally pleafed as the firft. [ returned.
again to my old camp, which was not difturbed.
in my abfence. Idid not confinec my lodging to
it, but often. repofed in thick cane-brakes, to a-
void the favages, who, I believe, often vifited my
camp, but fortunately for me, in my abfence.” In
this fituation I was conftantly expofed to danger,
and death, How unhappy fuch a fituation for

aman
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a man tormented with fear, which is vain if no
danger comes, and if it does, only augments the

aim. It was my happinefs to be deflitute of this
afflicting paffion, with which 1 had the greateft
teafon to be affected. The prowling wolves di-
verted my nocturnal hours with perpetual howl-
ings; and the various {pecies of animalsin this vaft
foreft, inthe day time, were continually 1n my view,

- Thus I was furrounded with plenty in the midft
of want. I was happy in the midft of dangers
and inconveniences. In fuch a diverfity 1t was
impofiible I fhould be difpofed to melancholy. No

pulous city, withall the varicties of commerce
and tately firutures, could afford fo much plea-
fure to my mind, as the beauties of nature I found

here.

Thus, through an uninterrupted fcene of fyl-
van pleafures, 1 fpent the time until the 27th
day of 'July tollowing, when my brother, to my
great felicity, met me, according to appointment,
at our old camp. Shortly after, we left this place,
not thinking it fafe to ftay there looger, and pro-
ceeded to Cumberland river, reconnoitring that
part of the country “until March, 1771, and
giving names to the different waters.

Soon after, I returned home to my fami-

ly with a determination to bring them as foon as
poflible

i

&
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poflible to live in Kentucke, which1 efteemed a
fecond paradife, at the rifk of my life and for-
tune.

I returned fafe to tny old habitation, and found
my family in happy circumftances. 1 fold my
tarm on the Yadkin, and what goods we could
not carry with us; and on the twenty-fifth day
of September, 177, bade a farewel to our friends,
and proceeded on our journey to Kentucke, in
company with five families more, and forty men
that joined us in Powel’s Valley, which 1s one
hundred and fifty miles from the now fettled parts
of Kentucke. This promifing beginning was
foon overcaft with a cloud of adverfity ; for up-
on the tenth day of October, the rear of our
company was attacked by a number of Indians,
who killed fix, and wounded one man. Of thele
my eldeft fon was one that fell in the action.
Though we defended ourielves, and repulfed the
enemy, yet this unhappy affair fcattered our cat~
tle, brought us into cxtreme difficulty, and fo
difcouraged the whole company, that we retreat-
ed forty miles, to the fcttlement on Clench
river.  We had pafled over two mountains, viz.
Powel's and Walden’s, and were approaching
Cumberland mountain when this adverfe fortune
overtook us. ‘Thefe mountains are in the wil-
dernefs, as we pafs from the old fettlements in
Virginia to Kentucke, are ranged in a S. weftand

N, calt
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N. eaft.direftion, are of a great length and breadth,
and not far diftant from each other. ()vc;thcfc,
nature hath tormed pafles, that are lefs difficult
than might be expected from a view of fuch huge
ﬁilcs.' Tle afpedt of thete chffsis fo wild and

orrid, that it is impoflible to b'ehoh.! tht.zm
without terror. ‘The fpectator is apt to |m.a§mc
that nature had formerly fuffered fome violent
convulfion; and that thefe are the difmembered
remains ot the dieadful fhock; the ruins, not

of Verfepolis or Palmyra, but of the world !

I remained with my family on Clench until
the fixth of June, 1774, when I and one Mi-
chacl Stoner were folicited by Governor Dun-
mote, of Virginia, to go to the Falls of the Ohio,
to conduét into the fettlement a number of fur-
veyors that had been fent thither by him fome
months before ; this couptry having about this
time drawn the attention of many adventurers.
We immediately complied with the Governor’s re-
qrefl, and conduéted in the furyeyors, compleat-
inga tour of eight hundred miles, through ma-
ny difficulties, m fixty-two days.

Soon after 1 returned home, 1 was ord;red to
take the command of three garrifons during the
campzign, which Governor Dunmore carried ona-
gainft the Shawanele Indians @ After the conclu-

fion of which, the Mulitia was difcharged fron;!
eac
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each garrifon, and I being relieved from my
peft, was folicited by a number of Nurth-Ca-
rolina gentlemen, that were about purchafing the
lands lying on the S. fide of Kentucke River,
from the Cherokee Indians, to attend their trea-
ty at Wataga, in March, 1775, to negotiate
with them, and, mention the boundaries of the
puichafe. This I accepted, and at the requefl of
the fame gentlemen, undertook to mark out a
road in the beft paflage trom the fettlement
through the wilderne(s ta Kentucke, with fuch
afliltance as I thought neceffary to employ tor
fuch an important un-ertaking. '

I foon began this work, having collefted a num-
ber of enterprifing men, well armed We pro-
ceeded with all poflible expedition until we came
within fifteen miles ot where Boonfborough now
ftands. and where we were fired upon by a party
of Indians that killed two, and wounded twa
of our number; yet, although furprifed and ta-
ken at a difadvantage, we ftood our ground.
This was on the twentieth of March, 17-3.
Three days after, we were fired upon again, and.
had two men killed, and three wounded.. After-
wards we proceeded on to Kentucke river with
out oppofition ; and on the fis {t day of April be-
gan to erect the fort of Boonfborough at a falt

liiid(’ about fixty yards from the river, onthe $,
de.

On
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On the fourth day, the Indians killed one of our
men.—We were bufily employed in building this
fort, until the fourteenth day of June following,
without any farther oppoﬁtion from the Indians;
and having finithed the works, 1 returned to
my family, on Clench.

In a fhort time, I proceeded to remove my
family from Clench to this garrifon ; where we ar-
rived fafe withoutany other difficulties than fuch
as are commoan to this paifage, my wife and
daughter being the firft white women that ever
{tood on the banks of Kentucke river.

On the twenty-fourth day of December fol-
lowing we had one man killed, and onc \.;vound-
ed, by the Indians, who feemed determined to
perfecute us for erecting this fortification.

On the fourteenth day of July, 1776, two of
Col. Calaway’s daughters, and one of mine, were
taken prifoners near the fort. 1immediately pur-
fued the Indians, with only eight men, and on
the fixteenth overtook them, killed two of the
party, and recovered the girls. The fame day
on which this attempt was made, the Indians di-
vided themfelves into different parties, and at-
tacked feveral forts, which were fhortly before this
time ercéted, doing a great deal of mifchiet. This

was extremely diftrefling to the new fettlers. The
innocent
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innocent hufbandman was fhot down, while bu-
fy cultivating the foil for his family’s fupply.
Moft of the cattle around the ftations were de-
firoyed. 'They continued their hoftilities in this
manner until the fifteenth of April, 1777, when
they attacked Boonfborough with a party of a-
bove one hundred in number, killed one man,
and wounded tour —Their lofs in this attack was
not certainly known to us. ‘

On the fourth day of July following, a party
of about two hundred Indians attacked Booni-
borough, killed one man, and wounded two.
They beficged us forty-eight hours; during
which time feven of them were killed, and -at
latt, finding themlelves not likely to prevail, they
raifed the ficge, and departed.

'The Indians had difpofed their warriors in dif-
ferent parties at this time, and attacked the dif-
ferent garrifons to prevent their aflifting each
other, and did much injury to the diftrefled in-
habitants,

On the nineteenth day of this month, Col,
Logan’s fort was befieged by a party of about
two hundred Indians, During this dreadful fiege
they did a great deal of milichief, diftrefled the
garrifon, in which were only fifteen men, killed
two, and wounded one. ‘The enemies lofs was

uncertain,
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uncertain, from the common praltice which the
Indians have of carrying off their deadin time of
battle. Col. Harrod's fort was then defended
by only fixty-five men, and Boou.fborough by
twenty-two, there being no more foits or white
men in the eountry, except at the Falls, a con-
fiderable diftance from thefe,-and all taken col-
leCtively, were but a handful to the numerous
warriors that were every where difperfed through
the country, intentupon doing all the mifchief that
favage barbarity could invent. Thus we pafled
through a feene of fufferings that exceeds defcrip-

tion.

On the twenty-fifth of this month a reinforce-
ment of forty-five men ‘arrived from North-Ca-
rolina, and about the twentieth of Auguft fol-
lowing, Col. Bowman arrived with one hundred
men from Virginia. Now we began to ftrength-
en, and from hence, for the fpace of fix weeks,
we had fkirmifhes with Indians, in one quarter
or other, almoft every day.

The favages now learned the fuperiority of
the Long Knife, as they call the Virginians, by
experience ; being out-generalled in almoft eve-

battle. Our affairs began to wear a new al-
pe&, and the enemy, not daring to ventare on

open war, practifed fecret michief at times.
On

, ( 63 )
On the firft day of January, 1778, T went
with a party of thirty men to the 7Blue Licks,

on Licking River, to make falt for the different
garrifons in the country.

_ On the feventh day of February, as I was hunt-
ing, to procure meat for the company, I met
with a party of one hundred and two Indians
and two Frenchmen, on their march againﬂ’:

Boonfborough, that place bein I
object of the <:m:my.p g particularly the

They purfued, and took me; and brough

on the eighth day to the Licks, where twe;g"t;-rlr:
ven of my party were, three of them having
previoufly returned home with the falt. I know-
ing it was impoffible for them to efcape, capitu-
lated with the enemy, and, ata diftance in their
view, gave notice to my men of their fituation

with orders not to refift, but furrender thcm:
felves captives.

The generous ufage the Indians had promifed
before in my capitulation, was afterwards fully
complied with, and we proceeded with them as pri-
{oners to qld Chelicothe, the principal Indian
town, on Little Miami, where we arrived, after an
uhcomfortable journey, in very fevere weather, on
the eighteenth day of Fcbruarv, and received as
good treatment as prifoners could expect from fa-

vages.
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vawes.—On the tenth day of March following, 1,
an%i ten of my men, were conducted by forty
Indians to Detroit, where we arrived the thu.'neth
day, and were treated by Governor H_amxlton,
the Britith commander at that poft, with great
humanity.

During our travels, the Indians entertained
me well ; and their affetion for me was fo great,
that they utterly refufed to leave me there with
the others, although the Governor offered them
one hundred pounds Sterling for me, on purp:_)[(;c
to give me a parole to go home. Several Engh rl
gentlemen there, being fenfible of my adverfe

-

fortune, and touched with human {fympathy, ge-

neroufly offered a triendly fupply for my wants,.

1 1 ir kind-
hich I refufed, with many thanks for their
;ve]f;c;ladding, that I never expetted 1t would be
in my power to recompenfe fuch unmerited ge-
nerofity.

ndians left my men in captivity with the
Br?ﬁ}f‘l‘: :Ilt Detroit, ang on the te.nth day of Apnl
brought me towards Old Chelicothe, where we
arrived on the twenty-fifth day of the fan;le
month. This was a long and fatiguing march,
through an exceeding fertile country, remarkf\}ll)le
for fine fprings and _ftreams of water. AtC (la(-l-
licothe I fpent my time as comfortably as I cou

1 ir cuftom
expect; was adopted, accordin to their 'mto’
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into a family where I became a fon, and had a
great fhare in the affetion of my new parents,
brothers, fifters, and friends. I was exceedingly
famihar and friendly with them, always appear-
ing as chearful and fatisfied as poflible, and they
put great confidence in me. I often went a hunt-
ing with them, and trequently gained their ap-
plaufe for my alivity at our fhooting-matches.
I was careful not to exceed many of them in
fhooting ; for no people arc more envious than
they 1n this {port. I could obferve, in their coun-
tenances and geftures, the greateft expreflions of
joy when they exceeded me; and, when the rc-
verfe happened, ot envy. The Shawanele king
took great notice of me, and treated me with
profound refpect, and entire friendfhip, often en-
trufting me to hunt at my liberty. I frequently
returned with the {poils of the woods, and as
often prefented fome of what I had taken to
him, exprellive of duty to my fovereign. My
food and lodging was, in common, with them,
not fo good indeed as I could defire, but necefli-
ty made every thing acceptable.

I now began to meditate an efcape, and care-
fully avoided their fufpicions, continuing with
them at Old Chelicothe until the firlt day of
June following, and then was taken by themto
the falt fprings on Cciotha, and kept there, mak-
wg falt, ten days, During this time I hunted

fome
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fome for them, and found the land, for a great
extent about this river, to exceed the foil of Ken-
tucke, if poffible, and remarkably well watered.

When 1 returned to Chelicothe, alarmed to fee
four hundred and fifty Indians, of their choiceft
warriors, painted and armed in a fearful man-
ner, ready to march againft Boonfborough, Ide-
termined to efcape the firft opportunity.

On the fixteenth, before fun-rife, I departed in
the moft fecret manner, and arrived at Boonfbo-
rough on the twentieth, after a journey of one
hundred and fixty miles; during which, 1 had
but one meal.

I found our fortrefs in a bad ftate of defence,
but we proceeded immediately to repair our
flanks, ftrengthen our gates and pofterns, and
form double baftions, which we compleated in
ten days. In this time we daily expeted the ar-
rival of the Indian army; and at length, one of
my fellow prifoners, efcaping from them, arrived,
informing us that the enemy had an account of
my departure,and poftponed their expedition three
weeks.—The Indians had fpies out viewing our
movements, and were greatly alarmed with our
increafe in number and fortifications. The Grand
Councils of the nations were held frequently,
and with more dcliberation than ufual. They evi-

dently
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dently faw the approaching hour when the Long
Knife would difpoffefs them ot their defirable ha-
bitations; and anxioufly concerned for futurity,
determined utterly to extirpate the whites out
of Kentucke. We were not intimidated by
their movements, but frequently gave thém proofs
of our courage. ‘

About the firlt of Auguft, I madé an incur-
fion into the Indian country, with a party of
nineteen men, in order to furprife a fmall town,
up Sciotha, called Paint-Creck-Town.. We ad-
vanced within four miles thereof, where we met-
a party of thirty Indians, en their march-againft
Booquoroug_h’, intending to join the-others from
Chelicothe. = A {mart fight énfued. betwixt us for
fome time : At length the favages gave way, and.
fled. We had no lofs on our fide :: The enemy
had one killed, and two wounded. We- took
from them three horfes, and. all their baggage ;
and being informed, by two of our number that
went to their town, that thé Indians had entirely
evacuated it, we proceeded no further, and re-
turned with all poffible expedition to affift our
garrifon againft the othér party. We pafled
by _them on the fixth day, and on the feventh, we
arrived fafe at Boonfborough.

On the eighth, the Indian army arrived, being
four hundred and forty-fourinnumber, commanded

by
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by Capt. Duquefne, eleven otherFrenchmen, and
fome of their own chiefs, and marched up with-
in view of our fort, with Britifh and French co-
lours flying ;  and having fent a fummons to me,
in his Britannick Majeity's name, to furrender
the fors, I requefted two days cenfideration,
which was granted.

It was now a eritical period with us.—We were

a fimall number in the garrifon.— A powerful ar-
my before our walls, whofe appearance proclanm-
ed inevitable death, fearfully painted, and mark-
ing their footfteps with defolation. Dcath was
preferable to captivity ; and if taken by ftorm,
we muft inevitably be devoted to defiruction.
In this fituation we concluded to maintain our
garrifon, if poffible. We immediately proceeded
1o colle&t what we could ot our horfes, and o_ther
cattle, and bring them through the pofterns mnto
the fort : And in the evening of the ninth, 1re-
turned anfwer, that we were deterr.m.ned to de-
fend our fort while a man was living —Now,
faid I to their commander, who tood" attentive-
ly hearing my fentiments, We laugh at all your
formidable preparations : But thank you for giv-
ing us noticc and time to provide for our defence.
Your efforts will not prevail; for our gates fhall
for ever deny you admittance.—Whether this
anfwer affected their courage, or not, I'cannot
tell ; but, contrary to our expectations, they
formed
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formed a fcheme to deceive us, declaring it was
their orders, from Governor Hamilton, to take
us captives, and not to deftroy us; but if nine of
us would come out, and treat with them, they
would immediatly withdraw their forces from our
walls, and return home peaceably. This found-
ed grateful in our ears; and we agreed to the

propofal.

We held the treaty within fixty yards of the
garrifon, on purpofe to divert them from a breach
of honour, as we could not avoid fufpicions of
the favages. In this fituation the articles were
formelly agreed to, and figned ; and the Indians
told usit wascuftomary withthem, on fuch qcca-
fions, for two Indians to fhake hands with every:
white-man in the treaty, as an evidence of en-
tire friendthip. 'We agreed to this alfo, but were
foon convinced their policy was to take us pri-
foners.—They immediately grappled us; but,
although furrounded by hundreds of favages, we
extricated ourfelves from them; and efcaped all
fafe into the garrifon, except one that was
wounded, through a heavy fire from their army.
They immediately attackéd us on every fide, and
a conftant heavy fire enfued between us day and
night for the fpace of nine days.

In this time the enemy began to undermine our
fort, which was fituated fixty yards from Ken-

tucke
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tuckeriver. Theybeganat the water-mark,and pro-
ceeded in the bank fome diftance, which we un-
derftood by their making the water muddy with
the clay ; and we immediately proceeded to dif-
appoint their defign, by cutting a treuch a-crofs
their fubterranean paffage. The encmy difcover-
ing our counter-mine, by the clay we threw out of
the fort, defifted from that ftratagem : And ex-
perience now fully convincing them that neither
their power nor policy could effet their purpofe,
on the twentieth day of Augult they raifed the

ficge, and departed.

During this dreadful fiege, which threatened
death in every form, we had two men killed, and
four wounded, befides a number of cattle. We
killed of the encmy thirty-feven, 4nd wounded
a great number. After they were gone, we pick-
ed up one hundred and twenty-five pounds
weight ot bullets, befides what ftuck in the logs
of our fort; which certainly is a great proot of
their induftry.  Soon after this, 1 went into the
fettlement, and nothing worthy of a place iny
this a¢count paffed in my affairs for fome timie.

During my abfence from Kentucke, Col. Bow-
man carried onan expedition againft the Shawancle,
at Old Chelicothe, with one hundred and fixty
men, in July, 1779. Here they arrived undif-

covered, and a battle enfued, which lafted un-
il
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til ten o'clock, A. M. when Col. Bowm

t , . . an, -
ing he c_ould not fucceed at this time, retr?atgim:-
bout thirty mlles. The Indians, in the ﬁcaﬁ
time, collecting all their forces, purfued and o=
:ertogk him, when a fmart fight continued near
wo hours, not to the advant ‘ ‘

e antage of Col. Bow-

Col. Harrod propofed to mount

of horle, and .furimfn)ﬂy to rufh up:x: t?le Ii}al:'r:bccsr
'v::h_o at this time fought with remarkable flglr -
This defperate ftep had a happy effeét broxe the)'u.:
line of battle, and the favages fled on aﬁ fid )
In thefe two battles we had nine killed aflsci
one wounded. The enemy’s lofs uncertain

ly two fcalps being taken. T o

On the twenty-fecond day of Ju

large party of Indians and C):\nadign: e’al)lglftof' :
hundred in number, commanded b;: Col. Birlc.i’c
attacked Riddle’s and Martin’s ftations, at the
Forks of Licking River, with fix piecc; of ar-
‘tillcry. They carried this expedition fo fecretl .
t }:at the unwary inhabitants did. not difcole.‘
{) em, until they fired upon the torts ; and, not
ft_’.mg prepared to oppofe them, were. oblig’ed to
urrender themfelves miferable captives to barba-
;(::;s favages, who immediately after tomahawked
mhcrman. and two women, and loaded all. the:
s with heavy baggage, forcing them. along
toward
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toward their tawns, able or unable to marcli.
Such as were weak and faint by “the way, they
tomahawked. The tender women, and helplefs
children, fell vitims to their crueltv. This, and
the favage treatment they received afterwards, 1S
fhocking tohumanity, and too barbarous to relate.

The hoflile difpofition of the favages, and their
allies, caufed General Clark, the commandant at
the Falls of the Ohio, immediately to begin an
expedition with his own regiment, and the arm-
ed force of the country, againft Pecaway, the
principal town of the Shawanefe, on a branch of
Great Miami, which he finifhed with great fuc-
cefs, took feventeen fcalps, and burnt the town
to afhes, with the lofs of feventeen men.

About this time I returned to Kentucke with
my family ; and here, to avoid an enquiry inte
my condu&t, the reader being before informed of
my bringing my family to Kentucke, 1am under
the neceflity of informing him that, during my
captivity with the Indians, my wife, who de-
fpaired of ever. feeing me again, expecting the In-
dians had put a period to my life, opprefled with
the diftrefles of the country, and bereaved of me,
her only happinefs, had, before 1 returned, tranf-
ported my family and goods, on horfes, through
the wildernefs, amidft a multitude of dangers,
to her father’s heufe, 1n North-Carolina.

Shortly
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Shortly after the troubles at Boortfborough, I
went to them, and lived peaceably there until this
time. The hiftory of my going home, and re-
turning with my family, forms a feries of diffi~
culties, an account of which would fwell a vo-
Jume, and being foreign to my purpofe, 1 fhall
purpolely omit them.

I fettled my family in Boonfborough once more;
and fhortly after, on the fixth day of O&obcr’
1780, 1 went in company with my brother to the
Blue Licks ; and, on our rcturn home, we wcre
fired upon by a party of Indians. They fhot
him, and purfued me, by the fcent of their dog
three miles ; but I killed the dog, and efcaped:
The Winter foon came on, and was very fevere
which confined the Indians to their wigwams. ’

The feverity of this Winter caufed great difli-
eulties in Kentucke. The enemy had deftroyed
moft of the corn, the Summer before. T'his ne-
f:eﬂary article was fcarce, and dear; and the
inhabitants lived chiefly on the flefh of buffaloes.
The circumftances of many were very ‘lamenta-
ble : However, becing a hardy race of people, and
accuftomed to difficulties and neceflitics, ~they
were wonderfully fupported through all their fuf-
ferings, until the enfuing Fall, when we receiv-
ed abundance from the fertile foil.

K Towards
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~Towards Spring, fve were frequently haraffed by
Indians ; and, in May, 1782, a party affaulted
Afhton's ftation, killed one man, and took a
Negro prifoner. Capt. Afhton, with twenty-five
men, purfued,,and overtook the favages, and a
fmart fight enfued, which lafted two hours ; but
they being fuperior in number, obliged Captain
Afhton's party to retreat, with the lofs of eight
killed, and four mortally wounded ; their brave
commander himfelt being numbered among the
dead.

The Indians continued their hoftilities ; and,
about the tenth of Auguft following, two boys
were taken from Major Hoy's ftation. This party
was purfued by Capt. Holder and {eventeen men,
who-vere allo defeated, with the lofs of four men
killed, and one wounded. Our affairs became
more and more alarming. Several ftations which
had lately been erected in the country were conti-
nually infefted with favages, ftealing their horfes
and killing the men at every opportunity. Ina
field, near Lexingtof, an Indian fhot aman, and
running to fcalp him, was himfelf fhot from the
fort, and fell dead upon his enemy.

Every day we experienced recent mifchiefs.
The barbarous favage nations of Shawanefe, Che-
rokees, Wyandots, Tawas, Delawares, and fe-

veral others near Detroit, united in a war againft
us,
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us, and affembled their choicelt warriors at- old:
Chelicothe, to go on the expedition, in order to
deftroy us, and entirely depopulate the country.
Their favage minds were inflamed to mifchief
by two abandoned men, Captains M‘Kee and
Girty. Thefe led th'cm to execute every diaboli-
cal fcheme; and, on the fifteenth day of Auguft,
cqmmandcd a party of Indians and Canad:ans,
of about five hundred, in, number, againft Bri-
ant’s ftation, five miles from Lexington. With=
out demanding a furrender, they furioufly af-
faulted the garrifon, which was happily prepared
to oppofe them ; and, after they had expended
much ammunition in vain, and killed. the cattle
round the fort, not being likely to make them-
felves mafters of this place, they raifed the fiege,
and departed in the morning of the third day af-
ter they came, with the lofs of about thirty kill-
ed, and the number of wounded uncertain,—Of£

t}(\le garrifon four were killed, and threec wound-
ed.

On the eighteenth day Col. Teodd, Col. Trigg,
Major Harland, and myfeif, fpeedily colletted
one hundred and feventy-fix men, well armed,
and purfued the favages. They had marched be-
yond the Blue Licks toa remarkable bend. of the
main fork of Licking River, about forty-three
miles from Lexington, as it is particularly repre-
fented in the map, where we overtook them on

the
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the nineteenth day. The favages obferving us,
gave way ; and we, being ignorant of their num-
bers, pafled the river. When the enemy faw our
proceedings, - having greatly the advantage of us
in fituation, they formed the line of battle, as
reprefented in the map, from one bend of, Lick-
ing to the other, about a mile from the Blue
Licks. An exceeding fierce battle immiediately
began, for about fifteen minutes, when we, be-
ing over-powered hy numbers, were obliged to re-
treat, with the lofs of fixty-feven men ; feven of
whom were taken prifoners. The brave and
much lamented Colonels Todd and Trigg, Major
Harland and my fecond fon, wercamong the dead.
Weé were informed. that the Indians, numbering
their dead, found they had four killed more than
we ; and therefore, four of the prifoners they had

taken, were, by general confent, ordered to be

killed, in a moft barbarous manner, by the young
warriors, in order to train them up to cruelty ;
and then they proceeded to their towns.

On our retreat we were met by Col. Logan,
haftening to join us, with a number of well arm-
ed men: This powerful affiftance we unfortu-
natcly wanted 1n the battle; for, notwithftanding
the enemy’s fuperiority of numbers, they ac-
knowledged that, if they had received one more
fire from us, they fhould undoubtedly have giv-
en way. So valiantly did our fmall party ﬁ%ht,

that,
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that, to the memory of thofe who unfortunate~
ly fell in the battle, enough of honour - cannot
be paid. Had Col. Logan and his party been
with us, it is highly "probable we fhouid have
given the favages a total defeat.

I cannot reflet upon this dreadful fcenc? but
forrow fills my heait. A zeal for the defence-of
their country led thefe heroes to the {cene of ac-
tion, though with a few men to attack a power-
ful army of cxperienced warriors. When we
gave way, they purfued us - with-the utmoft: ea-
gernefs, and in every quarter fpread deftruction.
The river' was difficult to crofs, and many were
killed in the flight, fome juft entering the river,
fome in the water, others after crofling in afcend-
ing the chiffs. Some efcaped on horfe-back, a
fow on foot ; and, being difperfed every: where,
in a few hours, brought the melancholy news of
this unfortunate battle to Lexington.  Many wi-
dows were now made. The reader may guefs
what forrow filled the hearts of the inhabitants,
excceding any thing that I am able to defcribe.
Being reinforced, -we returned to bury the dead,
and found their bodics ftrewed every where, cut
and mangled in a dreadful manner. This mourn-
ful fcene exhibited a horror almoft unparalleled =
Some torn and eaten by wild beafts ; thofe in the
river eaten by fifhes ; all in fuch a putrified con-

dition,
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dition, that no one could be diftinguifhed from
another.

As foon as General Claik, then at the Falls
of the Ohio, who was ever our ready friend, and
merits the love and gratitude of all his coun-
try-men, underftood the circumftances of this
unfortunate action, he ordered an expedition, with
all poffible hafte, to purfue the favages, which
was fo expeditioufly effeted, that we overtook
them within two miles of their towns, and pro-
bably. might haveg obtained a great viftory, had
not two of their number met us about two hun-
dred poles before we come up. Thefe returned
quick as lightening to their camp with the alarm-
ing news of a mighty army in view. The fa-
vages fled in the utmoft diforder, evacuated their
towns, and reluctantly left their territory to our
mercy. We immediately took pofleffion of Old
Chelicothe without oppofition, being deferted by
its inhabitants. We continued our purfuit
through five towns on the Miami rivers, Old
Chelicothe, Pecaway, New Chelicothe, Will's
Towns, and Chelicothe, burnt them all to afh-
es, entirely deftroyed their corn, and other fruits,
and every where fpread a fcene of defolation in
the country. In this expedition we took feven
prifoners and five fcalps, with the lofs of only
four men, two of whom were accidentally killed
by our own-army.

This

( 79 )

This campaign in fome* meafure damped the
fpirits of the Indians, and made them f{enfible of
our fuperiority. Their connections were diffolv-
ed, their armies fcattered, and a future invafion
put entirely out of their power ; yet they conti-.
nued to practife mifchief fecretly upon the inha-
bitants, in the expofed parts of the country.

In O&ober following, a party made an ex-
curfion into that diftriét called the Crab Orchard,
and one of them, being advanced fome diftance
before the others, boldly entered the houfe of a
poor defencelefs family, in which was only a Ne-
gro man, a woman and her children, terrified
with the apprehenfions of immediate death. The
favage, perceiving their defencelefs fituation, with-
out offering violence to the family attempted to
captivate the Negro, who, happily proved an o-
ver-match for him, threw him on the ground,
and, in the ftruggle, the mother of the children
drew an ax from a corner of the cottage, andcut
his head off, while her little daughter fhut the
door. The favages inftantly appeared, and ap-
plied their tomahawks to the door. An old ruf-
ty gun-barrel, without a lock, lay in a corner,
which the mother put through a {mall crevice,
and the favages, perceiving it, fled. In the mean
time, the alarm f{pread through, the neighbour-
hood ; the armed men colle&ed immediately, and
purfued the ravagers into the wildernefs. Thus

Providence,
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Providence, by the means of this Negro, faved
the whole of the poor family from deftructiom
From that time, until the happy.teturn of peace
between. the United States and Great-Britain, the
Indians did us ‘no mifchief. Finding the great
king beyond the water difappointed in his ex-
pectations, and confcious of the importance of
the Long Knife, and their own wretchednefs,
fome of the nations jmmediately defired peace;
to which, at prelent, they feem’ univerfally dif-

ofed, and are fending -ambafladors to General
Clark, at the Falls of the Ohio, with the mi-
autes of their Councils; a fpecioen of which,
in the minutes of the Piankafhaw Council, 1s
fubjoined.

To conclude, I can now fay that Thave veri~
fizd the faying of an old Indian who figned Col:
Henderfon’s deed. Taking me by the hand, at
the delivery thereof, Brother, fays he, we have
given you afine land, but I believe you will have
much “trouble in fettling it.—My footfteps have
often been marked with blood, and thérefore 1
can truly fubfcribe to its original name. ' Two
darling fons, and a brothet, have 1 loft by favage
hands, which have alfo taken from me forty va~
Juable horfes, and abundance of cattle. Many
dark and fleeples nights have I been a compa-
nion for owls, feparated from the chearful foci-

ety of men, {corched by the Summer’s fun, and
pinched
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pinched by the Winter's cold, an inftrument or-
dained to fettle the wildernefs. But “now the
fcene is changed : Peace crowns the {ylvan fhade.

What thanks, what ardent and ceafelefs thanks
are due to that all-fuperintending Providence
which has turned a cruel war into peace, brought.
order out of confufion, made the fierce favages
placid, and turved away their hoftile weapons
from our country ! May the fame Almighty,
Goodnefs banifh the accurfed monfter, war,’
from all lands, with her hated aflociates, ‘rapin€
and infatiable ambition. Let peace, defcending
from her native heaven, bid her olives fpring a-
midft the joyful nations ; and plenty, in league
with commerce, fcatter bleflings from her copi=
ous hand.

This account of my adventures will inform
the reader of the moft remarkable events of this
country.—I now live in peace and - fafety, enjoy-
ing the fweets of liberty, and the bounties. of
Providence, with my once tellow-fufferers, in
this delightful country, which -I- have feen pur-
chaled with a vaft expence ot ‘blood and treafure,
delighting in. the profpect of its being, in a fhort
time, ove -of the moft opulent and powerful
ftates onthe continent of North-America; which,

with the love and gratitude of ‘my ‘country-men,
' 1 cltcem
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1 efteem a {ufficient reward for all my toil and dan-

gel‘S'.
DanNieEL BooN.

Fayette county, Kentucke.

PiaANKASHAW COUNCI L.

In a Counciv, held with the Piankafbaw
Indians, by Thomas [f. Dalton, at Poff
Sz, Vincent'sy April 15, 1784.

My CHILDREN,

HAT 1 have often told you, is now

come to pafs. 'Thisday I received news

from my Great Chief, at the Falls of Ohio.
Peace is made with the enemies of America.
The White Flefh, thc Americans, French, Spa-
niards, Dutch and Englifh, this day fmoke out

of
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of the peace-pipe. The tomahawk is buried,
and they are now triends.

I am told the Shawanefe, Delawares, Chica-
faws, Cherokees, and all other the Red Flefh,,
have taken the Long Knite by the hand. They
have given up to them the prifoners that were in
their nations.

My Children on Wabajb,

Open your ears, and let what I tell you fink
deep in your hearts. You know me. Near twen-
ty years I have been among you. The Long
Knifc is my nation. I know their hearts; peace
they carry in onr hand, and war in theother.

I leave you to yourfelves to judge. Confider,
and now accept the one, ofr the other. We ne-
ver beg peace of our enemies. If you love your
women and children, reccive the belt of wampum
I prefent you. Recturn me my fleth you have in
your villages, and the horfes you ftole froni my
people at Kentucke. Your corn-fields were ne-
ver difturbed by the Long Knife. Your women
and children lived quict in their houfes, while
your wartiors were killing and robbing my pro-
ple.  All this you know is the truth. This is
the laft time 1 {hall fpeak to you. 1 have waited
fix moons to hear you fpeak, and to ger

my people from you. In ten nights 1 fhall
_ leave




