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[May] 22. {1712] I rose about 6 o'clock and read two chapters in Hebrew
and some Greek in Lucian. I said my prayers and ate boiled milk for break-
fast. I danced my dance. It rained a little this morning. My wife caused Prue
to be whipped violently notwithstanding I desired not, which provoked me
to have Anaka whipped likewise who had deserved it much more, on which
my wife flew into such a passion that she hoped she would be revenged of
me. I was moved very much at this but only thanked her for the present lest
I should say things foolish in my passion. 1. wrote more accounts to go to
England. My wife was sorry for what she had said and came to ask my
pardon and I forgave her in my heart but seemed to resent, that she might
be the more sorry for her folly. She ate no dinner nor appeared the whole
day. I ate some bacon for dinner. In the afternoon I wrote two more
accounts till the evening and then took a walk in the garden. I said my
prayers and was reconciled to my wife and gave her a flourish in token of it,
I had good health, good thoughts, but was a little out of humor, for which
God forgive me. ‘

1941

From History of the Dividing Line’
{The Other British Colonies]

Before I enter upon the journal of the line between Virginia and North
Carolina, it will be necessary to clear the way to it by showing how the other
British colonies on the main have, one after another, been carved out of
Virginia by grants from His Majesty's royal predecessors. All that part of the
northern American continent now under the dominion of the King of Great
Britain and stretching quite as far as the Cape of Florida went at first under
the general name of Virginia.

The only distinction.in those early days was that all the coast to the south-
ward of Chesapeake Bay was called South Virginia and all to the northward
of it North Virginia. B

The first settlement of this fine country was owing to that great ornament
of the British nation, Sir Walter Raleigh,* who obtained a grant thereof from
Queen Elizabeth, of ever-glorious memory, by letters patent® dated March
25, 1584.

But whether that gentleman ever made a voyage thither himself is uncer-
tain, because those who have favored the public with an account of his life
mention nothing of it. However, thus much may be depended on, that Sir
Walter invited sundry persons of distinction to share in his charter and join
their purses with his in the laudable project of fitting out a colony to Vir-
ginia.

Accordingly, two ships were sent away that very year, under the command
of his good friends Amadas and Barlow,* to take possession of the coun-

1. The text used here is taken from The Prose naval commander.
Works of William Byrd of Westover, edited by 3. A public letter, usually signed by a sovereign.
Louis B. Wright (1966). 4. Arthur Barlow's account of his voyage with

2. Sir Walter Ralegh (1552?-1618), author of Philip Amadas was printed in Richard Hakluyt's
The History of the World (1614), military and Principal Navigations (1589).
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try in the name of his royal mistress, the-Queen of England.

These worthy commanders, for the advantage of the trade winds, shaped
their course first to the Caribbee Islands, thence, stretching away by the
Gulf of Florida, dropped anchor not far from Roanoke Inlet. They ventured
ashore near that place upon an island now called Colleton Island,> where
they set up the arms-of England and claimed the adjacent country in right
of their sovereign lady, the Queen;.and this ceremony being duly perform-ed,
they kindly invited the neighboring Indians to traffic with them:

These poor people at first -approached the English with great caution,
having heard much of the treachery of:the Spaniards and not knowing but
these strangers might be as treacherous as.they. But at length, discovering
a kind of good nature in their looks, they ventured to draw near and barter
their skins and furs for the baubles-and trinkets of the English: .-

These: first adventurers made a very profitable voyage, raising at least a
thousand percent upon their cargo.-Amongst other Indian commodities,
they brought over some of that bewitching vegetable, tobacco. And this
being the first that ever came to England, Sir Walter thought he could do
no less than make a present of some of the brightest of it to his royal mis-
tress for her own smoking. The Queen graciously accepted of it, but finding
her stomach sicken after two or three whiffs, 'twas presently whispered by
the Earl of Leicester's® faction that Sir Walter had certainly poisoned her.
But Her Majesty, soon recovering her disorder, obliged the Countess of
Nottingham and all her maids to smoke a:whole pipe out amongst them.

As it happened some ages before to be the fashion to saunter to the Holy
Land and go.upon other Quixote adventures,” so it was now grown the
humor to take a trip to America. The Spaniards had lately discovered rich
mines in their part of the West Indies, which made their maritime neighbors
eager to do so too. This modish frenzy, being still more inflamed by the
charming account given of Virginia by the first adventurers, made many
fond of removing to such a Paradise.

Happy was he, and still happier she, that could get themselves trans-
ported, fondly expecting their coarsest utensils in that happy place would be
of massy silver.

This made it easy for the Company to procure as many volunteers as they
wanted for their new colony, but, like most other undertakers who have no
assistance from the public, they starved the design by too much frugality;
for, unwilling to launch out at first into too much expense, they shipped off
but few people at a time, and those but scantily provided. The adventurers
were, besides, idle and extravagant and expected they might live without
work in so plentiful a country.

These wretches were set ashore not far from Roanoke Inlet, but by some
fatal disagreement or laziness were either starved or cut to pieces by the
Indians.

Several repeated misadventures of this kind did for some time allay the
itch of sailing to this new world, but the distemper broke out again about
the year 1606. Then it happened that the Earl of Southampton® and several

5. Now Colington lsland. character in Cervantes’s novel Don Quinote
6. Robert Dudley (1532>-1588), earl of Leices- (1605-15).

ter. was Elizabeth's favorite at court and a man of S. Henry Wriothesley, third earl of Southampton
great political influence. (1573-1624), Shakespeare's patron.

- Foolish and impractical ventures. after the
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other persons eminent for their quality and. estates were invited into the
Company, who applied themselves once more to people the then almost
abandoned colony: For this purpose they embarked about an hundred men;
most of them reprobates of good families-and related to some of the Com.
pany who were men of quality and fortune. :

The ships that carried -them made a shift to find a more direct way to
Virginia and ventured through the capes:into the Bay of Chesapeake. The
same night they came to an.anchor at the-mouth of Powhatan, the same as
James River, where they built a small fort:at a place called Point Comfort.

This settlement stood its ground from that time forward, in spite of all the
blunders and ‘'disagreement of the first-adventurers and the many calamities
that befell the colony afterwards.-The six gentlemen who were first named of
the Company by the Crown and who were empowered to choose an annual
president from among themselves were always engaged in factions and quar-
rels, while the rest detested work more than famine: At this rate the colony
must have come to nothing had it'not been for the vigilance and bravery of
Captain-Smith,” who struck a terror into all the Indians round about. This
gentleman took some pains to persuade the men to plant Indian corn, but
they looked upon all labor as a curse. They chose rather to depend upon the
musty provisions:that were sent from England; and when they failed they
were forced to take more pains to seek forswild fruits in the woods than they
would have taken in tilling the ground. Besides; this exposed them to be
knocked in the head by the Indians and gave them fluxes' into the bargain,
which thinned the plantation very much. To supply this mortality, they were
reinforced the.year following with a greater number of people, amongst
which were fewer gentlemen and more laborers, who, however, took care
not to kill themselves with work: These found the first adventurers in a-very
.starving condition but relieved their wants with the fresh supply they
brought with them. From Kecoughtan? they extended themselves as far as
Jamestown, where, like true Englishmen; they built a church that cost no
more than fifty pounds and a tavern that cost five hundred.

They had now made peace with the Indians, but there was one thing
wanting to make that peace lasting. The natives could by no means persuade
themselves that the English were heartily their friends so long as they dis-
dained to intermarry with them. And, in earnest, had the English consulted
their own security and the good of the colony, had they intended either to
civilize or convert these gentiles, they would have brought their stomachs to
embrace this prudent alliance.

The Indians are generally tall and well proportioned, which may make full
amends for the darkness of their complexions. Add to this that they are
healthy and strong, with constitutions untainted by lewdness and not enfee-
bled by luxury. BLSldGS, morals and all considered, 1 cannot think the Indi-
ans were much greater heathens than the first adventurers, who, had they
been good Christians, would have had the charity to take this only method
of converting the natives to Christianity. For, after all that can be said, a
sprightly lover is the most prevailing missionary that can be sent amongst
these or any other infidels.

Besides, the poor Indians would have had less reason to complain that

9. Captain John Smith (1580-1631), saldier and L. Dysentery.
colonist. founder of Virginia. 2. Now Hampton. Virginia.
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the English took away their land if they had received it by way of a portion
with their daughters. Had such affinities been contracted in the beginning,
how much-bloodshed had been prevented and how populous would the
country have been, and, consequently, how considerable! Nor would the
shade of the skin have been any reproach at this day, for if a- Moor may be
washed white in three- generatlons, surely an Indian might have been
blanched in two. .

The French, for their parts, have not been so squeamlsh in Canada who
upon trial find abundance of attraction in the Indians. Their late grand mon-
arch thought it not below even the dignity of a Frenchman to become one
flesh with this people and therefore ordered 100 livres for any of his sub-
jects, man or woman, that would intermarry with a native.

By this piece of policy we find the French interest very much strength-
ened amongst the savages and their religion, such as it is, propagated just
as far as their love. And 1 heartily wish this well-concerted scheme don't
hereafter give the French an advantage over His Majesty’s good subjects on
the northern continent of America.

About the same time New England was pared off from Vlrgmla by letters
patent bearing date April 10, 1608. Several gentlemen of the town and
neighborhood of Plymouth obtamed this grant, with the Lord Chief ]ustlce
Popham at their head.

Their bounds were specified to extend from 38 to 45 degrees of northern
latitude, with a breadth of one hundred miles from the seashore. The first
fourteen years this company encountered many difficulties and lost many
men, though, far from being discouraged, they sent over numerous recruits
of Presbyterians every year, who for all that had much ado to stand their
ground, with all their fighting and praying.

But about the year 1620 a large swarm of dissenters® fled thither from
the severities of their stepmother, the church. These saints,* conceiving the
same aversion to the copper complexion of the natives with that of the first
adventurers to Virginia, would on no terms contract alliances with them,
afraid, perhaps, like the Jews of old, lest they might be drawn into idolatry
by those strange women.

Whatever disgusted them | can’t say, but this false delicacy, creating in
the Indians a jealousy that the English were ill affected toward them, was
the cause that many of them were cut off and the rest exposed to various
distresses.

This reinforcement was landed not far from Cape Cod, where for their
greater security they built a fort and near it a small town, which, in honor
of the proprietors, was called New Plymouth. But they still had many dis-
couragements to struggle with, though by being well supported from home
they by degrees triumphed over them all,

Their brethren, alter this, flocked over so fast that in a few years they
extended the scttlement one hundred miles along the coast, including
Rhode Island and Martha's Vinevard.

Thus the colony throve apace and was thronged with large detachments
of Independents and Presbyterians who thought themselves persecuted at
h()lﬂ(:\

3. Lnglish Christians who rejected the authority 4. Here, Puritan believers.
af the Church of E ngland.
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Though these people may be ridiculed for some pharisaical particularities
in their worship and behavior, yet they were very useful subjects, as being
frugal and industrious, giving no scandal or bad example, at least by any
open and public vices. By which excellent qualities they had much the
advantage of the southern colony, who thought their being members of the
established church sufficient to sanctify very loose and profligate morals.
For this reason New England improved much faster than Virginia, and in
seven or eight years New Plymouth, like Switzerland, seemed too narrow a
territory for its inhabitants. -

E

From October®

1. There was a white frost this morning on the ground, occasioned by a
northwest wind, which stood our friend in dispersing all aguish® damps and
making the air wholesome at the same time that it made it cold. Encour-
aged, therefore, by the weather, our surveyors got to work early and, by the
benefit of clear woods and level ground, drove the line twelve miles and
twelve poles.”

At a small distance from our camp we crossed Great Creek and about

seven miles farther Nutbush Creek, so called from the many hazel trees
growing upon it. By good luck, many branches of these creeks were full of
reeds, to the great comfort of our horses. Near five miles from thence we
encamped on a branch that runs into Nutbush Creek, where those reeds
flourished more than ordinary. The land we marched over was for the most
part broken and stony and in some places covered over with thickets almost
impenetrable.
At night the surveyors, taking advantage of a very clear sky, made a third
trial of the variation and found it still something less than three degrees; so
that it did not diminish by advancing toward the west or by approaching the
mountains, nor yet by incvrea‘sing our distance from the sea, but remained
much the same we had found it at Currituck Inlet.

One of our Indians killed a large fawn, which was very welcome, though,
like Hudibras™® horse, it had hardly flesh enough to cover its bones.

In the low grounds the Carolina gentlemen showed us another plant,
which they said was used in their country to cure the bite of the rattlesnake.
1t put forth several leaves in figure like a heart and was clouded so like the
common Asarabacca that [ conceived it to be of that family.

2. So soon as the horses could be found, we hurried away the surveyors,
who advanced the line 9 miles and 254 poles. About three miles from the
camp they crossed a large creek, which the Indians called Massamony, sig-
nifying in their language “Paint Creek,” because of the great quantity of red
ocher found in its banks. This in every fresh tinges the water, just as the
same mineral did formerly, and to this day continues to tinge, the famous
river Adonis in Phoenicia,” by which there hangs a celebrated fable.

5. The boundary commission began its expedition a Presbyterian minister sets out on a journey upon
on March 5, 1728. By October 1, they were close a starving horse.

to present-day Bristol, Tennessee. 9. A river that turns red each spring, or “fresh.”
6. Feverish. supposedly with the blood of Adonis, who. a mor-
7. Alinear measure equal to 5.5 vards. tal, was beloved of Aphrodite and wounded while

8. In Samuel Butler's satire Hudibras (1663-781. hunting.
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- Three miles beyond that we passed another water with difficulty called
Yapatsco or Beaver Creek. Those industrious animals had dammed up the
water so high that we had much ado to get over. 'Tis hardly credible how
much work of this kind they will do in the space of one night. They bite
young saplings into proper lengths with their foreteeth, which are exceeding
strong and sharp, and afterwards drag them to the place where they intend
to stop the water. Then they know how to join timber and earth together
with so much skill that their work is able to resist the-most violent flood
than can happen. In this they are qualified to instruct their betters, it being
certain their dams will stand firm when the strongest that are made by men
will be carried down the stream. We observed very broad, low grounds upon
this creek, with a growth of large trees and all the other signs of fertility, but
seemed subject to be everywhere overflowed in a fresh. The certain way to
catch these sagacious animals is this: squeeze all the juice out-of the large
pride’ of the beaver and six drops out of the small pride. Powder the inward
bark of sassafras and mix it with this juice; then bait therewith a steel trap
and they will eagerly come to it and be taken. :

About three miles and an half farther we canie to the banks of another
creek, called in the Saponi language Ohimpamony, signifying “Jumping
Creek,” from the frequent jumping of fish during the spring season.

Here we encamped, and by the time the horses were hobbled our hunters
brought us no less than a brace and an half of deer, which made great plenty
and consequently great content in our quarters. Some of our people had
shat a great wildcat, which was that fatal moment making a comfortable
meal upon a fox squirrel, and an ambitious sportsman of our company
claimed the merit of killing this monster after it was dead. The wildcat is as
big again as any household cat and much the fiercest. inhabitant of the
woods. Whenever it is disabled, it will tear its own flesh for madness:
Although a panther will run away from a man, a wildcat will only make a
surly retreat, now and then facing about if he be too closely pursued, and
will even pursue in his turn if he observe the least sign of fear or even of
caution in those that pretend to follow him. The flesh of this beast, as well
as of the panther, is as white as veal and altogether as sweet and delicious.

3. We got to work early this morning and carried the line 8 miles and 160
poles. We forded several runs of excellent water and afterwards traversed a
large level of high land, full of lofty walnut, poplar, and white oak trees,
which are certain proofs of a fruitful soil. This level was near two miles in
length and of an unknown breadth, quite out of danger of being overflowed,
which is a misfortune most of the low grounds are liable to in those parts.
As we marched along, we saw many buffalo tracks and abundance of their
dung very fresh but could not have the pleasure of seeing them. They either
smelt us out, having that sense very quick,? or else were alarmed at the
noise that so many people must necessarily make in marching along. At the
sight of a man they will snort and grunt, cock up their ridiculous short tails,
and tear up the ground with a sort of timorous fury. These wild cattle hardly
ever range alone but herd together like those that are tame. They are seldom
seen so far north as forty degrees of latitude, delighting much in canes and
reeds which grow generally more southerly.

L Testis, 2. Acutely.
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We quartered on the banks of a creek that the inhabitants call Tewahom-
iny or Tuskarooda® Creek; because one of that nation had been killed there-
abouts and his-body thrown into the creek.

Our people had the fortune to kill a brace of does, vne of whlch we pre-
sented to the Carolina gentlemen, who were glad to partake of the bounty
of Providence at the same time that they sneered:at us for depending -upon
it.

4. We hurried away the surveyors about nine this morning, who extended
the line 7 miles and 160 poles, notwithstanding the ground was exceedingly
uneven. At the distance of five miles we forded .a stréeam to which we gave
the name of Bluewing Creek because of the great number of those fowls*
that then frequented it. About:two and a half miles-beyond. that, we came
upon Sugartree Creek, so called from the many trees of that kind® that grow
upon it. By tapping this trée in the first warm weather in February, one may
get from twenty to forty gallons of liquor, very sweet to the:taste and agree-
able to the stomach. This may be boiled into molasses.first and afterwards
into very good sugar, allowing about ten gallons. of liquor to make a pound,
There is no doubt, too, that avery fine spirit' may be distilled from the molas-
ses,-at least .as good as rum: The sugar tree delights only in rich ground,
where it grows very tall, and by. the softness and: sponginess of the wood
should be a quick grower. Near this creek we discovered likewise several
spice trees, the leaves of which are fragrant and:the berries they bear are
black when dry and of a hot taste, not much unlike pepper. The low grounds
upon the creek are very wide, sometimes on one side, sometimes on the
other, though most commonly upon the opposite shore the high land
advances close to the bank, only on the north side of the line it spreads itself
into a great breadth of rich low ground on both sides the creek for four miles
together, as far as this stream runs into Hyco River, whereof I shall presently
make mention. One of our men spied three buffaloes, but his piece being
loaded only with goose shot, he was able to make no effectual impression
on their thick hides; however, this disappointment was made up by a brace
of bucks and as many wild turkeys killed by the reést of the company. Thus
Providence was very bountiful to our endeavors; never disappointing those
that faithfully rely upon it and pray heartily for their daily bread.

5. This day we met with such uneven grounds and thick underwoods that
with all our industry we were able to advance the line but 4 miles and 312
poles. In this small distance it intersected a large stream four times, which
our Indian at first mistook for the south branch of Roanoke River: but,
discovering his error soon after, he assured us 'twas a river called Hycooto-
mony, or Turkey Buzzard River, from the great number of those unsavory
birds that roost on the tall trees growing near its banks.

Early in the afternoon, to our very great surprise, the commissioners of
Carolina acquainted us with their resolution to return home. This declara-
tion of theirs seemed the more abrupt because they had not been so kind as
to prepare us by the least hint of their intention to desert us. We therefore
let them understand they appeared to us to abandon the business they came
about with too much precipitation, this being but the fifteenth day since we

3. Now Tuscarora. 5. Le., sugar maples.

4 Le blue-wineed teal
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came out the last time. But although we were to be so unhappy-as to lose the
assistance of their great abilities, yet we, who were concerned for Virginia,
determined, by the grace of God; not to do:our work by halves but;:all
deserted as we were like to be; should: think.it our duty to push the line
quite to the mountains; and if their government should refuse to be bound
py so much of the line as was run without their commissioners, yet at least
it would bind Virginia and stand as a direction how far His Majesty’s lands
extend to the southward. In short, these gentlemen were positive,:and the
most we.could agree upon was to subscribe plats® of our work as far.as-we
had acted together; though at the same timeiwe insisted these plats should
be got ready by Monday noon at farthest, when we on the part of Virginia
intended, if we were alive; to move. forward without farther loss.of time, the
season being then too far advanced:to admit of any unnecessary or complai-
sant delays. S B T R T SN C e

6. We lay still this day, being Sunday;.on the bank of:Hyco River and had
only prayers, our chaplain not having spirits enough to preach: ‘The gentle-
men of Carolina.assisted: not at;our public devotions, because: they were
taken up all the morning in making a formidable protest against our. pro-
ceeding on the line without them. When the: divine service was over, the
surveyors set about making the plats of s6- much of the line as we had run
this last campaign. Our pious friends of-Carolina assisted in this work with
some seeming scruple, pretending it was-a-violation of the Sabbath, which
we were the more surprised at because it happened to be the first qualm of
conscience they had ever been troubled with during the whole journey. They
had made no bones of staying from prayers to hammer out an unnecessary
protest, though divine service was no sooner-over but an unusual fit of godli-
ness made them fancy that finishing: the plats, which was now matter of
necessity, was a profanation of the day. However, the expediency of losing
no time, for us who thought it our duty to finish what we had undertaken,
make such a labor pardonable. .

In the afternoon, Mr. Fitzwilliam, one of the commissioners for Virginia,
acquainted his colleagues it was his opinion that by His Majesty’s order they
could not proceed farther on the line but in conjunction with the commis-
sioners of Carolina; for which reason he intended to retire the next morning
with those gentlemen. This looked a little odd in our brother commissioner;
though, in justice to him as well as to our Carolina friends, they stuck by us
as long as our good liquor lasted and were so kind to us as to drink our good
journey to the mountains in the last bottle we had left.

7. The duplicates of the plats could not be drawn fair this day before
noon, where they were countersigned by the commissioners of each govern-
ment. Then those of Carolina delivered their protest, which was by this time
licked into form and signed by them all. And we have been so just to them
as to set it down at full length in the Appendix, that their reasons for leaving
us may appear in their full strength. After having thus adjusted all our affairs
with the Carolina commissioners and kindly supplied them with bread to
carry them back, which they hardly deserved at our hands, we took leave
both of them and our colleague, Mr. Fitzwilliam. This gentleman had still a
stronger reason for hurrving him back to Williamsburg, which was that nei-

6. Maps,
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ther the General Court might lose an able judge nor himself a double salary,
not despairing in the least but-he should have the whole pay of commis-
sioner into-the bargain, though he did not half the work. This, to be sure,
was relying more on the interest of his friends than on the justice of his
cause; in which, however, he had the misfortune to miscarry when it came
to be fairly considered. : :

It was two o’clock in the afternoon before these arduous affairs could be
dispatched, and then, all forsaken as we were, we held on our course toward
the west. But it was our misfortune to meet with so many thickets in this
afternoon’s work that we could: advance no further than 2 miles and 260
poles. In this small distance we crossed the Hyco the fifth time and quar-
tered near Buffalo Creek, so named from the frequent tokens we discovered
of that American behemoth. Here the bushes were so intolerably thick that
we were obliged to cover the bread bags with our deerskins, otherwise the
joke of one of the Indians must have happened to us in good earnest: that
in a few days we must cut up our house’ to make bags for the bread and so
be forced to expose our backs in compliment to our bellies. We computed
we had then biscuit enough left to last us, with good management, seven
weeks longer; and this being our chief dependence, it imported us to be very
careful both in the carriage and the distribution of it.

We had now no other drink but what Adam drank in Paradise, though to
our comfort we found the water excellent, by the help of which we perceived
our appetites to mend, our slumbers to sweeten, the stream of life to run
cool and peaceably in our veins, and if ever we dreamt of women, they were
kind.

Qur men killed a.very fat buck and several turkeys. These two kinds of
meat boiled together, with the addition of a little rice or French barley,
made excellent soup, and, what happens rarely in other good things, it never
cloyed, no more than an engaging wife would do, by being a constant dish.
Our Indian was very superstitious in this matter and told us, with a face
full of concern, that if we continued to boil venison and turkey together
we should for the future kill nothing, because the spirit that presided over
the woods would drive all the game out of our sight. But we had the happi-
ness to find this an idle superstition, and though his argument could not
convince us, yet our repeated experience at last, with much ado, convinced
him.

We observed abundance of coltsfoot and maidenhair in many places and
nowhere a larger quantity than here. They are both excellent pectoral®
plants and seem to have greater virtues much in this part of the world than
in more northern climates; and I believe it may pass for a rule in botanics
that where any vegetable is planted by the hand of Nature it has more virtue
than in places whereto it is transplanted by the curiosity of man.

w ook 5

12. We were so cruelly entangled with bushes and grapevines all day that
we could advance the line no farther than five miles and twenty-eight poles.
The vines grew very thick in these woods, twining lovingly round the trees
almost everywhere, especially to the saplings. This makes it evident how

7. The garments covering them. 8. Good for diseases of the chest.
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natural both the soil and climate of this country are to vines, though I
pelieve most to our own vines. The grapes we commonly met. with were
plack, though there be two-or three kinds of white grapes that grow wild.
The black are very sweet but small, because the strength of the vine spends
itself in wood, though without question a proper culture would make the
same grapes both larger and sweeter. But, with all these disadvantages, I
have drunk tolerable good wine: pressed from them, though made without
skill. There is then good reason to believe it might admit of great improve-
ment if rightly managed. : - ‘

Our Indian killed a bear, two years old, that was feasting on these grapes.
He was very fat, as they generally are in that season of the year. In the fall
the flesh of this animal has a high relish different from that of other crea-
tures, though inclining nearest to that of pork, or rather of wild boar: A true
woodsman prefers this sort of meat’to that of the fattest venison; not only
for the haut godit,” but also because the fat of it is well tasted and never rises
in the stomach. Another proof of the goodness.of this meat is that it is less
apt to corrupt than any other we are acquainted with.

As agreeable‘as such rich diet was to the men, yet we who were not accus-
tomed to it tasted it at first with some sort of squeamishness, that animal
being of the dog kind, though a little use soon reconciled us to this Ameri-
can venison. And that its being of the dog kind might give us the less disgust,
we had the example of that ancient-and: polite people, the Chinese, who
reckon dog's flesh too good for any under the quality of a mandarin. This
beast is in truth a very clean feeder, living, while the season lasts, upon
acorns, chestnuts, and chinquapins, wild honey and wild grapes. They are
naturally not carnivorous, unless hunger constrain them to it after the mast!
is all gone and the product of the woods quite exhausted. They are not
provident enough to lay up any hoard like the squirrels, nor can they, after
all, live very long upon licking their paws, as Sir John Mandeville? and some
travelers tell us, but are forced in the winter months to quit the mountains
and visit the inhabitants. Their errand is then to surprise a poor hog at a
pinch to keep them from starving. And to show that they are not flesh eaters
by trade, they devour their prey very awkwardly. They don't kill it right out
and feast upon its blood and entrails, like'other ravenous beasts, but, having,
after a fair pursuit, seized it with their paws, they begin first upon the rump
and so devour one collop after another till they come to the vitals, the poor
animal crying all the while for several minutes together. However, in so
doing, Bruin acts a little imprudently, because the dismal outcry of the hog
alarms the neighborhood, and 'tis odds but he pays the forfeit with his life
before he can secure his retreat.

But bears soon grow weary of this unnatural diet, and about January,
when there is nothing to be gotten in the woods, they retire into some cave
or hollow tree, where they sleep away two or three months very comfortably.
But then they quit their holes in March, when the fish begin to run up the
rivers, on which they are forced to keep Lent till some fruit or berry comes
in season. But bears are fondest of chestnuts, which grow plentifully toward
the mountains, upon very large trees, where the soil happens to be rich. We
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were curious to know how it happened that many of the.outward branches
of those trees came to be broke off in that solitary place and were informed
that the. bears are so discreet as not to trust their unwieldly bodies on the
smaller limbs of the tree that would not bear their weight, but after ventur-
ing as far as is safe, which they can judge to an inch; they bite off the end
of the branch, ‘which falling down, they.are content to finish.their repast
upon the ground In the same cautious manner they secure the acorns that
grow on the weaker limbs of the oak. And it must be allowed that in these
instances a bear carries instinct a great way and acts more reasonably than
many of his betters, who indiscreetly venture upon frail prOJects that won't
bear them. '

13. This being Sunday, we rested from our. fatxgue and had leisure to
reflect onithe signal: mercies.of Providence. .

The great plenty of meat wherewith Bearskin® furrushed us in these lonely
woods made-us once more shorten’the: men’s allowance 6f bread from five
to four pounds of biscuit a week: This was the more hecessary because we
knew not yet how long our business might require us to be out.

In the afternoon our hunters.went forth and returned triumphantly with
three brace of wild turkeys. They told us they could see the mountains dis-
tinctly from every eminence, though the atmosphere was so thick with
smoke that they appeared- at a greater distance than they really were.

In the evening we examined our friend Bearskin concerning the religion
of his country, and he explained it torus without any of that reserve to which
his nation is subject. He told us he believed there was one supreme god,
who had several subaltern deities under him. And that this master god made
the world -a long time ago. That he told the sun, the moon; and stars their
business in:the beginning, which. they, with good looking-after, have faith-
fully performed ever since. That the same power that made all things at first
has taken care to keep them in the same method and motion ever since. He
believed that God had formed many worlds before he formed this, but that
those worlds. either grew old and ruinous or were destroyed for the dishon-
esty of the inhabitants. That God is very just and very good, ever well pleased
with those men who possess those godlike qualities. That he. takes. good
people into his safe protection, makes them very rich, fills their bellies plen-
tifully, preserves them from sickness and from being surprised or overcome
by their enemies. But all such as tell lies and cheat those they have dealings
with he never fails to punish with sickness, poverty, and hunger and, after
all that, suffers them to be knocked on the head and: scalped by those that
fight against them.

He believed that after death both good and bad people are conducted by
a strong guard into a great road, in which departed souls travel together for
some time ti}l at a certain distance this road forks into two paths, the one

extremnely level and the other stony and mountainous. Here the good are
parted from the bad by a flash of lightning, the first being hurried away to
the right, the other to the left. The right-hand road leads to a charming,
warm country, where the spring is everlasting and every month is May; and
as the year is always in its youth, so arc the people, and particularly the
women are bright as stars and never scold. That in this happy climate there
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are deer, turkeys, elks, and buffaloes innumerable, perpetually fat and gen-
tle, while the trees are loaded with delicious fruit quite throughout the four
seasons. That the soil brings forth corn spontaneously, without the curse of
labor, and so very wholesome that none who have the happiness to eat of it
are ever sick, grow old, or die, Near. the entrance into this blessed land sits
avenerable ¢ oldmanona mat rlchly woven, who exammes stnctly all that are
brought before him, and if they have. behaved well, the guards are ordered to
open the crystal gate and let them enter into the land of delight. The left-
hand path is very rugged and. uneven, leading to a dark and barren country
where it is always winter. The ground is-the whole year round covered with
snow, and nothing:is to be seen upon the trees but icicles: All the people
are hungry yet have not a morsel of anythmg to eat except 4 bitter kind 6f
potato that gives them the dry gripes® and fills their whole body with loath-
some ulcers that stink and are insupportably painful. Here all the women
are old and ugly, having claws like a, panther with which they fly upon. ‘the
men that slight their passion. For it seems these haggard old furies are intol-
erably fond and expect a vast deal of cherishing. They talk much and exceed-
ingly shrill, giving exquisite pain to the drum of the ear, which in that place
of the.torment is so tender that every sharp note wounds it to the quick. At
the end: of this path sits a dreadful old woman on a monstrous’ teadstool,
whose head is covered with rattlesnakes instead of tresses, with glaring
white eyes that strike a terror unspeakable into all that behold her. This hag
pronotinces sentence of woe upon all the miserable wretches that hold up
their hands at her tribunal. After this they are delivered over to huge turkey
buzzards, like harpies, that fly away with them to the place above-men-
tioned. Here, after they have been tormented a certain number of years
according to their several degrees of guilt, they are again driven back into
this world to try if they will mend their manners and merit a place the next
time in the regions of bliss.

This was the substance of Bearskin’s religion and was as much to the
purpose as could be expected from a mere state of nature, without one
glimpse of revelation or philosophy. It contained, however,~the three great
articles of natural religion: the belief of a god, the moral distinction betwixt
good and evil, and the expectation of rewards and punishments in another
world. Indeed, the Indian notion of a future happiness is a little gross and
sensual, like Mahomet's Paradise. But how can it be otherwise in a people
that are contented with Nature as they find her and have no other lights but
what they receive from purblind tradition?
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