Teaching American History- Ever Growing Freedom
	Name:
	Julieanne Phillips, PH.D. (October 12, 2010)
	

	
	
	
	

	School:
	MU-H TAH IV
	Grade Level:
	4, 5, 8

	
	
	
	

	Lesson Plan Title:
	You Are There: America on the Brink!


	Content Area(s) 
	United States History

	Learning Objectives
	To understand the complexities, nuances and divisions of a diverse United States population on the eve of the decade of crisis (pre-1850).

	Standards, Benchmarks, and Indicators for the Ohio Academic Content Standards for Social Studies 
	Benchmark 3-5: History B. Describe the cultural patterns that are evident in

North America today as a result of exploration, colonization and conflict.
Benchmark 6-8: History G. Analyze the causes and consequences of the American

Civil War.

	Vocabulary (defined)
	Sectionalism, 

	Preparation for Teacher (Historical background that teacher must do to prepare for lesson)
	Review North/South Tensions pre-1850. Some examples are: Colonies (Jamestown, Plymouth)

Dec of Independence (declaring independence, slavery); US Constitution (3/5 Compromise)

US capital city (in between N and S); Federalists v. Democratic Republicans; 1820- Missouri Compromise (1820); 1832- Nullification Crisis (1832); 1846-1848- Mexican War (war to spread slavery) .
Review Cultural Tensions pre-1850. Some examples are: Race (Free Black, White, Indian, Immigrant, Slave); Class (upper, middle, lower, slave); Region (Northeast, Midwest, South, Border State, West); Religion (Second Great Awakening); Gender (cult of domesticity, male dominance); Economy (Factory owner, factory worker, shop owner, farmer, slave owner, miner); Education level (male and female); Labor (immigrant, slave, white, free black)

Politics (Missouri Compromise, Jacksonian democracy, Monroe Doctrine, War with Mexico); Slavery (political, economic, social, cultural aspects)


	Core Activities (Detail in steps with division of time)
	1. Hook- If you had to name one cause for the American Civil War---what would it be? Solicit answers. You are all correct. Why so many answers? Why do we not agree on the main cause of the war? Steer discussion toward our different perspectives based on our different experiences of where we live, culture, background, etc. Then ask about today’s political, cultural, economic state of the country and receive diverse answers, too. Could the road to the civil war be paved with economic, political, cultural and social differences found all the way back to the forming of the country? In the first settlements in Jamestown and Plymouth? This sectionalism in the US arose because the north and south had 2 different economic, social, cultural, and political systems. Some historians have argued that the country was on the path of a sectional war as soon as they stepped foot on this land. 

2. We will role play to attempt to understand complexities, nuances and divisions of a diverse United States population on the eve of the decade of crisis (pre-1850).  By role playing we will attempt to see how sectionalized and diverse the US was in pre-1850 which set the tone for the upcoming Decade of Crisis from 1850-1860 which was the precursor decade to the Civil War of 1861-1865.

3. Set the Stage:

A. North/South Tensions pre-1850:

Some responses could be: 

Colonies (Jamestown, Plymouth)

Dec of Independence (declaring independence, slavery)

US Constitution (3/5 Compromise)

US capital city (in between N and S)

Federalists v. Democratic Republicans

1820- Missouri Compromise (1820)

1832- Nullification Crisis (1832)

1846-1848- Mexican War (war to spread slavery) 

B. Cultural Tensions

Some responses could be:

Race (Free Black, White, Indian, Immigrant, Slave)

Class (upper, middle, lower, slave)

Region (Northeast, Midwest, South, Border State, West)

Religion (Second Great Awakening)

Gender (cult of domesticity, male dominance)

Economy (Factory owner, factory worker, shop owner, farmer, slave owner, miner)

Education level (male and female)

Labor (immigrant, slave, white, free black)

Politics (Missouri Compromise, Jacksonian democracy, Monroe Doctrine, War with Mexico)

Slavery (pro slavery, anti slavery, abolitionist)
4.  While considering the North/South tensions (A), randomly select cultural tension characteristics of Americans in pre-1850 (B), and from that perspective answer the questions below:   

From the perspective of a __________________living in the United States in 1849 (remember, you don't know what's going to happen over the next 16 years), answer the following questions:

Some questions could be:

What is the biggest issue facing the country? 

What can be done about it? 

What holds us together as a nation?

What is pulling us apart as a nation?

How can we all get along better?

How do you feel about the growing United States sectionalism?



	Overview of Student Activities (How will you & your students be using technology? What learning strategies will be implemented? (i.e., independent and or group work) What products will be developed by students? What skill(s) (Bloom’s Taxonomy) is/are used in the activity(s)? (in bold)
	Students can use the internet to research information on their American person done in groups. 
Students will write an essay discussing their answers and why they chose those answers. 

Bloom’s- Application, Synthesis, Evaluation

	Resources/Materials

List software, websites, references, etc.
	“The Time of the Lincolns,” American Experience, PBS, accessed October 10, 2010, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lincolns/nation/map_agind_text.html
“Topic: America in 1850,” Toolbox Library: Primary Sources in U.S. History & Literature, National Humanities Center, accessed October 7, 2010, http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/triumphnationalism/america1850/america1850.htm


	Collaboration/Sharing

How will this lesson support the inter disciplinary process?

How will student products be showcased?
	Language Arts for role playing discussion and essay writing.
Students will present their American person to the class.



	Assessment

How will student products and/or process be assessed?

How will you communicate student expectation? 
	Essay writing. Give students examples of real people whio lived in this time period and what their perspective was at that time.

	Differentiated Learning: 

Enrichment Activities:

Additional Instruction:
	DL: Have students work in pairs for one American person.
EA: Have the students debate their American person with other students. Keep their persona through the civil war crisis and continue to role play to understand different perspectives of the war. Place characterisitics of persons on a US map to visually show the diversity, find a real person who has these characteristics and research them, give answers to questions and work backwards to what characateristics the people would have with that view.  
AI: Give the students the information necessary to understand their American person perspective




Copy documents here  

“You Are There: America on the Brink”

Student Sheet

A. North/South tensions – pre-1850

Colonies (Jamestown, Plymouth)

Dec of Independence (declaring independence, slavery)

US Constitution (3/5 Compromise)

US capital city (in between N and S)

Federalists v. Democratic Republicans

1820- Missouri Compromise (1820)

1832- Nullification Crisis (1832)

1846-1848- Mexican War (war to spread slavery, war to increase number of southern states) 

I .CIRCLE BELOW THE CULTURAL TENSIONS YOU SELECTED:

B. Cultural Tensions- pre-1850

Race (Free Black, White, Indian, Immigrant, Slave)

Class (upper, middle, lower, slave)

Region (Northeast, Midwest, South, Border State, West)

Religion (Second Great Awakening)

Gender (cult of domesticity, male dominance)

Economy (Factory owner, factory worker, shop owner, farmer, slave owner, miner)

Education level (male and female)

Labor (immigrant, slave, white, free black)

Politics (Missouri Compromise, Jacksonian democracy, Monroe Doctrine, War with Mexico)

Slavery (pro slavery, anti slavery, abolitionist)
II. While considering the North/South tensions (A), randomly select cultural tension characteristics of Americans in pre-1850 (B), and from that perspective answer the questions below:   

From the perspective of a __________________living in the United States in 1849 (remember, you don't know what's going to happen over the next 16 years), answer the following questions:

Some questions could be:

What is the biggest issue facing the country? 

What can be done about it? 

What holds us together as a nation?

What is pulling us apart as a nation?

How can we all get along better?

How do you feel about the growing United States sectionalism?

Some characteristics grouping could be:

White, upper class, Massachusetts, Male, Factory owner, Abolitionist

Black, middle class, Ohio, Male, Shop Owner, Anti-Slavery

Black, slave, Kentucky, Female, House Servant, Pro Slavery

White, lower class, Kansas, Female, farmer, Small Slave owner Pro Slavery

White, upper class, South Carolina, Male, Plantation Owner, Pro Slavery
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