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This lesson includes 4 activities to teach/ review the events, people and places of the Reconstruction Era in American History (1863-1877)

Grade adaptable to grades 4-12

Grades 3-5
HISTORY ALIGNMENT- 
1. Events in local History can be shown on timelines organized by years, decades and centuries 

Grades 6-8
HISTORY ALIGNMENT-
1. Events can be arranged in order of occurrence using the conventions of B.C. and A.D. or B.C.E. and C.E.

Grades 9-12
HISTORY ALIGNMENT
4. Historians analyze cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in historical events, including multiple causation and long- and short term causal relations.  

Activity One:
 
Living Timeline: Reconstruction

Make 2 sets of cards (approximately 8 ½” x 11” or larger)- one event per card (see events below)  with no dates.  Divide students into two teams. Pass out event cards randomly to each team of students. Have each team line up in the order they think the events happened. After teams have lined in their order, ask the team why they placed themselves where they did. How did they reason that each event happened in that order? Timelines are then reviewed and discussed.

Activity Two

 Relay Course: Reconstruction

Make 2 sets of cards- one event per card with no dates. Set up a relay course and divide students into two teams. After each team reviews the cards, shuffle and stack them at the course “start” area. The first person in line takes the top card, runs a short distance and places the event on a timeline in the approximate place that it goes. The next person does the same until the timeline is complete. Each team takes 2 minutes to decide if their timeline is correct. One student makes the changes his/her team has decided.  Timelines are then reviewed and discussed.

Activity Three: The 5 Ws (Who, What, Where, When Why) of Reconstruction 
Make one set of cards with the following facts with one fact on each card (see facts/information below).   Shuffle cards. Explain to the students that we are discussing the 5Ws of History- Who, What, Where, When Why (Historical Significance).  Give one card to each student until all students have a card. If extra cards, keep distributing until the students are holding all the cards.  Ask for a volunteer for any student who would like to come to the front of the class with their card. Have the student read what’s on their card, for example, Wade Davis Bill. Then ask the students who has the other 4 cards to complete the 5Ws of this subject.  Students will come forward with the 4 remaining facts and line up in front of the class.  Some students might come forward with the wrong fact or more than 4 might come forward and the class will all discuss and decide which 5 facts are correct. Starting with a student who has just the year card, is a very interesting way to see what students will come forward with their event, person, or place.Variations- Choose 5 students to come in front of the class with their cards. Quiz the class as to what facts are correct for a subject and which are not. It’s also possible to have 2 teams of students compete in this activity.   What other people, places, events could be included?  Give students extra credit or teams extra points for contributing a fact not included in this information. 
 
Activity Four:  Who, What, Where, When Why Are You?
Make one set of cards with the following facts with one fact on each card.  Tape one card on the back of each student without showing the student what’s on the card. Have the students try to guess what is on the card that is taped on their back by only asking questions that only have a “yes” and “no” answer to their fellow students. Continue until all students accurately guess the fact that is on the card on their back. 
1863 - Emancipation Proclamation Issued, Lincoln’s 10% plan
1864- Wade-Davis Bill
1865 -Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, Freedmen’s Bureau, Lincoln Assassinated, 13th Amendment to the US Constitution, Ku Klux Klan Created
1866- Black Codes, Civil Rights Act
1867- Reconstruction Acts
1868- 14th Amendment to the US Constitution, Impeachment of Andrew Johnson
1869- 15th Amendment to the US Constitution
1876- Presidential Election 
Emancipation Proclamation- It proclaimed the freedom of 3.1 million of the nation's 4 million slaves, and immediately freed 50,000 of them, with the rest freed as Union armies advanced.
Abraham Lincoln
January 1, 1863
It freed the slaves where it couldn’t (South), didn’t free them where it could (Border States) 
Shifted the Civil War as a moral cause against slavery which cut off chances of the Confederacy to receive international support in the war.

Lincoln’s 10% Plan- It decreed that a state could be reintegrated into the Union when 10 percent of the 1860 vote count from that state had taken an oath of allegiance to the U.S. and pledged to abide by emancipation. The next step in the process would be for the states to formally elect a state government. Also, a state legislature could write a new constitution, but it also had to abolish slavery forever. At that time, Lincoln would recognize the reconstructed government.
1863
Abraham Lincoln
Seceded States 
This policy was meant to shorten the war by offering a moderate peace plan. The Radical Republicans opposed Lincoln's plan, as they thought it too lenient towards the South. They wanted more stringent requirements for Southern states' re-admission into the Union. Lincoln, however, chose not to punish the South. He wanted to preserve the Union and start rebuilding the wealth and prosperity of the country. 

Wade-Davis Bill- the bill made re-admittance to the Union for former Confederate states contingent on a majority in each Southern state to take the Ironclad Oath to the effect they had never in the past supported the Confederacy.
1864
US Congress
Senator Benjamin Wade of Ohio and Representative Henry Davis of Maryland
The bill passed both houses of Congress on July 2, 1864, but was pocket vetoed by Lincoln and never took effect. The Radical Republicans were outraged that Lincoln did not sign the bill. Lincoln wanted to mend the Union by carrying out the 10% plan. He believed it would be too difficult to repair all of the ties within the union if the Wade-Davis bill was passed. 

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address “With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.”
March 4, 1865
Washington, DC
Abraham Lincoln
Lincoln’s pragmatic approach to Reconstruction, in which he sought to avoid harsh treatment of the defeated South.  

Freedmen’s Bureau- Provided emergency food, housing, and medical aid to refugees, though it also helped reunite families. Later, it focused its work on helping the freedmen adjust to their conditions of freedom.
1865
Abraham Lincoln
The South
 Although some of their subordinate agents were unscrupulous or incompetent, the majority of local Bureau agents were hindered in carrying out their duties by the opposition of former Confederates, the lack of a military presence to enforce their authority, and an excessive amount of paperwork.

Lincoln’s Assassination- Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth while watching the play Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theater in Washington, DC, with his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln. He died the next morning. The assassination was planned as part of a larger conspiracy to kill Secretary of State William H. Seward and Vice President Andrew Johnson.  The rest of the plot failed
April 14, 1865
Washington, DC
Abraham Lincoln
His assassination removed the one person who possibly could have made Reconstruction work in a positive way. Instead, the Reconstruction era was a bitter and divisive period in US History that punished the South.  

13th Amendment to the US Constitution- officially abolished and continues to prohibit slavery and involuntary servitude, except as punishment for a crime.
1865
Replaced the Emancipation Proclamation with a permanent means to abolish slavery.
US Congress
Washington, DC

Ku Klux Klan- Their iconic white costumes consisted of robes, masks, and conical hats, and were designed to be outlandish and terrifying.  
1860s
The South 
Veterans of the Confederate Army
As a secret vigilante group, it focused its anger reacted against Radical Republicans and sought to restore white supremacy by threats and violence, including murder, against black and white Republicans.

Black Codes- were unofficial laws put in place in the US to limit the basic human rights and civil liberties of blacks.
Former Slave States
1866
Former Slave States
These Codes were an attempt to control blacks and to ensure they did not claim social equality.

Civil Rights Act- is a federal law in the US that was mainly intended to protect the civil rights of blacks. 
1866
US Congress
The activities of insurgent groups such as the Ku Klux Klan undermined the act, and it failed to immediately secure the civil rights of blacks.

Reconstruction Acts- Creation of five military districts in the seceded states, required congressional approval for new state constitutions (which were required for Confederate states to rejoin the Union), Confederate states gave voting rights to all men, and all former Confederate states must ratify the 14th Amendment.
1867-1868 
Former Confederate States
US Congress
All seceded states were to adopt these Acts in order to regain entry into the Union.

Fourteenth Amendment to the US Constitution- provides a definition of a citizen of this country. This amendment provides that all states will provide equal protection to everyone within their jurisdiction. It provides due process under the law and equally provides all constitutional rights to all citizens of this country, regardless of race, sex, religious beliefs and creed.
1868
US Congress
The entire US
 Its Citizenship Clause provides a broad definition of citizenship that overruled the decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) which held that blacks could not be citizens of the United States.
Its Due process Clause prohibits state and local governments from depriving persons of life, liberty, or property without certain steps being taken to ensure fairness. This clause has been used to make most of the Bill of Rights applicable to the states, as well as to recognize substantive and procedural rights.
Its Equal Protection Clause requires each state to provide equal protection under the law to all people within its jurisdiction. This clause was the basis for Brown v. Board of Education (1954), the Supreme Court decision which precipitated the dismantling of racial segregation in the US.
The amendment also includes a number of clauses dealing with the Confederacy and its officials 

Impeachment of Andrew Johnson- Eleven articles detailing his high crimes and misdemeanors in accordance with Article Two of the US Constitution
Andrew Johnson
1868
The House and Senate
The First US President to be impeached.  The impeachment and subsequent trial gained a historical reputation as an act of political expedience, rather than necessity, based on Johnson's defiance of an unconstitutional piece of legislation and with little regard for the will of the public.

Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution- The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.   
1869
US Congress
The entire US
Many Southern states had strict voter eligibility laws, including literacy tests and poll taxes. Some states even made it difficult to find a place to register to vote in order to deny black men the right to vote. The 24th Amendment outlawed poll taxes.

Presidential Election- Samuel J. Tilden (Democrat) of New York outpolled Ohio's Rutherford B. Hayes (Republican) in the popular vote, and had 184 electoral votes to Hayes's 165, with 20 votes uncounted. These twenty electoral votes were in dispute in three states: (Florida, Louisiana, South Carolina) each party reported its candidate had won the state, while in Oregon one elector was declared illegal (as an "elected or appointed official") and replaced. 
1876
Rutherford B. Hayes (Republican), Samuel Tilden (Democrat)
Entire Country
One of the most controversial and disputed US presidential elections. It is generally believed that an informal deal was struck to resolve the dispute: the Compromise of 1877. The twenty disputed electoral votes were ultimately awarded to Hayes after a bitter legal and political battle, giving him the victory.  In return for the Democrats' acquiescence in Hayes's election, the Republicans agreed to withdraw federal troops from the South, ending Reconstruction. The Compromise effectively ceded power in the Southern states to the Democrats. 

Source: “A Visual Timeline of Reconstruction: 1863-1877” http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/reconstruction/timeline.html
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