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Rationale: To reinforce American History content through trips to Gettysburg, PA and Washington, D.C.
Objectives: To use the primary and secondary sources from the trip to create online, virtual, or onsite lesson plans to share with educators

Grade 4- Ohio in the United States 
The fourth-grade year focuses on the early development of Ohio and the United States. Students learn about the history, geography, government and economy of their state and nation. Foundations of U.S. history are laid as students study prehistoric Ohio cultures, early American life, the U.S. Constitution, and the development and growth of Ohio and the United States. Students begin to understand how ideas and events from the past have shaped Ohio and the United States today. 

Grade 5- Regions and People of the Western Hemisphere 
In grade five, students study the Western Hemisphere (North and South America), its geographic features, early history, cultural development and economic change. Students learn about the early inhabitants of the Americas and the impact of European exploration and colonization. The geographic focus includes the study of contemporary regional characteristics, the movement of people, products and ideas, and cultural diversity. Students develop their understanding of the relationship between markets and available resources. 

Grade 8- U.S. Studies from 1492 to 1877: Exploration through Reconstruction 
The historical focus continues in the eighth grade with the study of European exploration and the early years of the United States. This study incorporates all four social studies strands into a chronologic view of the development of the United States. Students examine how historic events are shaped by geographic, social, cultural, economic and political factors. 

Source: Academic Content Standards Revision Social Studies: Pre-Kindergarten Through Grade Eight Ohio Department of Education- http://www.ode.state.oh.us/GD/Templates/Pages/ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=3&TopicRelationID=1706&ContentID=76598&Content=105049

Sites to preview before trip: 
Gettysburg, PA
Gettysburg National Military Park http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm
Historic Farnsworth House Inn  http://www.farnsworthhouseinn.com/ (optional dinner)
Historic Church Walking Tours  http://www.historicchurchwalkingtours.org/
Gettysburg Museum and Visitor Center http://www.gettysburgfoundation.org/
Eisenhower National Historic Park  http://www.nps.gov/eise/index.htm
David Wills House http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/david-wills-house.htm
Jenny Wade House http://www.jennie-wade-house.com/
Washington, DC
Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/index.html
US Capitol  http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
Smithsonian http://www.si.edu/
Ford’s Theater http://www.fordstheatre.org/ 
Gadsby’s Colonial Tavern http://www.gadsbystavernrestaurant.com/
Mount Vernon http://www.mountvernon.org/
Smithsonian National American History Museum- http://americanhistory.si.edu/

Field Trip suggestions for lesson plans for the Smithsonian National American History Museum:

Example of a Worksheet for a museum field trip 
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/field_trips/ask_yourself/index.html

Field Trip Worksheet for Museums and Museum Objects
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/field_trips/ask_yourself/si_fieldtrip_museum_object.pdf

This Field Trip section of SmithsonianEducation.org has many tools to help teachers and students prepare for a visit [onsite/online/virtual lesson plan] to the Smithsonian and other museums. Though budget and time constraints often limit such preparation, we suggest that teachers try to implement at least one of these research-identified best practices. These measures will help to ensure a productive and meaningful experience for every student:
· Introduce students to the museum before the visit. Spend a few minutes on its website, for example. (Also see the Smithsonian’s Orientation Videos.) The American History Museum video can be found at: www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/field_trips/videos/nmah_teacher.html

· Clarify the learning objectives of the visit.
· Link the visit to curriculum. If necessary, contact the museum’s education department for assistance.
· Give structure to the visit (with tours, writing activities, worksheets, etc.) while also allowing time for free exploration. At any age—but especially by middle school—students want time simply to observe and interact with an exhibition.
· Build in opportunities for students to work together in groups.
· Interact with students during the visit. Pose open-ended questions, explain aspects of exhibitions, and get students talking about what they are seeing and experiencing.
· Make the experience more memorable and personal by building on it when you return to the classroom.
Source: Jennifer DeWitt, School Trips as Learning Experiences, Center for Informal Learning and Schools. 
Observe and Question:
Some questions to consider at museums and on field trips:
Compare/contrast objects. What clues does this artifact provide about…  If you could change one thing in this exhibit, what would it be? 
Pretend you are an archaeologist in the future who is observing this object. 
What would you be able to conclude about the culture of the past? 
 Which object will be of greatest value in a hundred years? Why? 
Which object took the most time and effort to produce?
What does this object tell us about the person's attitude toward...? 

Evaluating the Experience 
Ask educators to express and defend opinions about the visit as a whole. What was the most interesting thing you saw? Why did it interest you? On a notecard the educators will draw the object and answer the questions above. They will share their opinions in wrap-up session after tour of museum.
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